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Max Gonzenbach, a local busi-
nessman, was honored on Friday, 
November 20, when Governor Kristi 
Noem declared it “Max Gonzenbach 
Day” in the state. 

The governor bestowed the dis-
tinction in recognition of Gonzen-
bach’s more than 61 years of 
dedicated service as an employee, 
owner and board member of Valley 
Queen Cheese. He transitioned from 
board member to board observer 
this month. 

Gonzenbach began working at the 
company as a young boy, wrapping 
butter for 50 cents an hour. He 
graduated from Michigan State Uni-
versity in 1959 with a degree in dairy 
science before returning to Milbank 
to join the family business. 

During the past six decades, 
Gonzenbach has been recognized as 
a leader in the Valley Queen busi-
ness, the dairy industry, the Milbank 
community and across the state of 
South Dakota. He has served as a 
volunteer on the community library 
board of directors, hospital board of 
directors, local and national Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes boards, 
Boy Scouts of America, numerous 
church boards and the local Grant 
County Development Corporation.  

Gonzenbach also served on the 
South Dakota Investment Council, 

South Dakota Chamber of Com-
merce and Industry and South 
Dakota Family Business Initiative. 
He was also a chairman and board 
member for numerous dairy indus-
try organizations. 

Gonzenbach and his longtime 
business partner Rudy Nef have re-
ceived numerous recognitions and 
accolades for their achievements in 
the dairy processing industry. 

“It’s a privilege for us to have Max 
remain involved in what we do at 
Valley Queen,” said Doug Wilke, 
CEO. “Our employees, our board of 
directors and certainly the commu-
nity of Milbank are all better be-
cause of his leadership, kindness 
and generosity. We wish him the 
best as he retires from our board of 
directors this year and give the sin-
cerest thanks for his many years of 
dedication to Valley Queen.”

Gonzenbach Recognized as  
Gov. Designates Day of Honor

CELEBRATING the declaration of “Max Gonzenbach Day” on 
Friday, November 20, are, left to right, Ken Karels, chairman of 
the Valley Queen board of directors, Max Gonzenbach, and Doug 
Wilke, Valley Queen CEO. 
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Court Appointed Special Advo-
cates (CASA) is a relatively new pro-
gram in the state of South Dakota 
and Milbank area resident Terri 
Mielitz is helping the program ex-
pand into Grant County. She is the 
coordinator for EC-CASA (East Cen-
tral CASA) out of Brookings. 

CASA supports and promotes 
court-appointed volunteer advocacy 
so every child who has experienced 
abuse or neglect can be safe, have a 
permanent home, and the opportu-
nity to thrive. CASA volunteers are 
appointed by judges to watch over 
and advocate for these children. Vol-
unteers ensure they don’t get lost in 
the overburdened legal and social 
service system or languish in an in-
appropriate group or foster home. 

“We already work with Judge 
Dawn Elshere in Brookings and Wa-
tertown, so the court approves of 
CASA and welcomes us into their 
arena,” Mielitz added. “We are not a 
state entity and are allowed to do 
more things to help than child pro-
tection services can in certain cases.” 

During the process of a child being 
removed from a harmful situation, 
CASA is the entity that stays with the 
child throughout the process, ac-
cording to Mielitz. “We fill their cup 
up with people who are consistent,” 
she said. “CASA volunteers commit 
to stay from beginning to end, and 

they do. Our stats are amazing.” 
EC-CASA was established in 2002. 

According to Mielitz, it began with a 
director and two volunteers in 
Brookings who served six children. 
As of October, EC-CASA serves 87 
children and 41 families. There are 
children in 10 families who do not 
have a CASA volunteer in their life. 
Six of them live in Grant County. 

EC-CASA covers the biggest area 
for the program in South Dakota. It 
has advocated for more than 550 
children in the Third Judicial Dis-
trict. The Brookings office covers 
Brookings, Kingsbury, Lake and 
Moody counties and the Watertown 
office covers Codington, Hamlin, 
Clark, Grant and Deuel counties. 

Normally, Grant County would fall 
under the Watertown CASA office. 
However, Mielitz lives in and is fa-
miliar with the area, so she coordi-
nates Grant County from the 
Brookings office. “We don’t have a 
lot of foster families here,” said 
Mielitz. “I think there are eight, 
which is actually a lot for Grant 
County.” 

CASA is new to South Dakota. For 
reference, Minnesota has had CASA 
for 30 to 40 years and it’s grown big. 
South Dakota doesn’t have the same 
impact. “We’re working on it and it’s 
still kind of grass roots even though 
we’ve been here since 2002,” noted 

Mielitz. “There’s still a long ways to 
go because we aren’t covering the 
whole state yet, which is the goal.” 

Reunification of the child with his 
or her family is the goal of CASA if it 
is the right thing to do. “We believe 
in reunification. Statistics show that 
kids do better in a home where 
maybe they have Doritos and Pepsi 
for meals, but are safe with their 
parents, rather than one where they 
get three square meals with foster or 
adoptive parents,” said Mielitz. 
“There’s something about our blood 
and bond when we are babies and 
toddlers that you can’t replace.” 

CASA volunteers remain with 
every case until it’s closed and the 
child is placed in a safe and perma-
nent home. For many abused chil-
dren, their CASA volunteer will be 
the one constant adult presence and 

the one who cares only for them, ac-
cording to Mielitz. “Family relation-
ships are meant to last a lifetime, but 
when that’s not there, it doesn’t 
mean they can’t have relationships 
that are meant to last a lifetime,” 
said Mielitz. “That’s what makes a 
difference in who our kids become.” 

A prolonged relationship between 
volunteer and child can make a sig-
nificant impact on their life. “You 
think about what it can do to the 
heart of a child to tell them they 
matter when maybe they don’t feel 
like anything does,” explained 
Mielitz. “CASA is deeper than just 
the court report given to the judge. 
Our main goal is allowing the judge 
more eyes on the case.” 

When a child is removed from his 
or her home because parents can’t or 
won’t take care of them it brings 
many strangers into their lives — po-
lice, foster parents, therapists, social 
workers, judges, lawyers and more. 
“Hopefully, one of these strangers is 
a CASA volunteer,” said Mielitz. 

CASA volunteers help children feel 
better in a variety of ways. It can be 
something simple such as getting a 
couch, books to read, or a Christmas 
tree, lights and a present for the 
child and family. “They have enough 
negative in their lives and we do 
whatever we can to improve their 
mental health,” added Mielitz. 

Volunteers can also help parents 
struggling with addiction. “A lot of 
them don’t know how to deal with 
housing or anything, and some may 
be in a drug stupor,” said Mielitz. 
“Volunteers walk hand-in-hand 
down the path to getting them into 
treatment or AA.” 

Volunteers’ duties vary on individ-
ual cases, but the main goal is to 
spend at least four hours per month 
with the child, according to Mielitz. 
“Every week a volunteer should con-
tact the child whether it would be at 
school or at home with their parents 
to see how they interact together,” 
noted Mielitz. “Volunteers can be as 
busy as they want because there is 
much to do.” 

Volunteers reach out to important 
individuals in a child’s life such as 
their grandparents or doctor if they 
have medical needs. “Volunteers 
write a report and fill out a docu-
ment detailing their interactions 
with, when, who they interacted with 
and for how long,” said Mielitz. “We 
have to track all this in order to get 
grants we need to operate.” 

The more eyes CASA can get on a 
certain case, the better. “With all 
these different eyes, we might be 
able to figure something out and 
someone may notice something that 
another isn’t seeing,” said Mielitz. 

Continued on Page Two

Court Appointed Special Advocates Expand Reach

Volunteers and staff of Milbank 
Area Valley Hospice Avera@Home 
have begun the annual Tree of 
Lights fundraising campaign to help 
continue the work the organization 
performs locally. Area residents will 
receive the donation form as inserts 
in this week’s Grant County Review 
and next week’s Valley Shopper. 
The forms are also available at Mil-
bank Area Hospital Avera.  

The Tree of Lights campaign is the 
only method of fundraising the or-
ganization employs. Hospice focuses 
on the quality of life, not the quan-
tity of life, according to those in-
volved. The funds raised help not 
only the patients but also the family 
members.  

Hospice is a team of professionals 
– doctors, nurses, social workers, 
home health aides – and volunteers 
who work together to provide med-
ical, spiritual and emotional support 
to the terminally ill, their families 
and caregivers. The service is avail-
able 24/7 to people with terminal ill-
nesses, who have chosen not to seek 
treatment or not to continue treat-
ment.  

Milbank Area Valley Hospice 
Avera@Home has been providing 
care to families in a 35-mile radius 
from Milbank, including Minnesota, 
for several years. Hospice care is pri-
marily given in the home but can be 
provided in a nursing home.  

The organization provides equip-

ment, such as hospital beds for in-
home use, wheelchairs, medications 
and other supplies that may be 
needed. But hospice workers go the 
extra mile and provide emotional 
support for the patients and care-
givers as well.  

This year’s Tree of Lights cam-
paign will provide each donor with a 
snowflake ornament. The ornaments 
can be personalized if given in mem-
ory of or in honor of an individual.   

As in past years, the organization 
has scheduled a special ceremony at 
the conclusion of the campaign. The 
event will honor those served by 
Hospice and give their families the 
chance to receive their ornaments. 
This year, the ceremony is planned 
for Sunday, January 3, at 2 p.m. in 
the Milbank Area Hospital Avera 
chapel, located at 301 Flynn Drive. 
The public is asked to be forewarned 
that the ceremony may be canceled 
because of health and safety con-
cerns surrounding the ongoing 
COVID-19 pandemic. Hospice lead-
ership will make that decision 
nearer to the event.  

The local hospice staff and board 
of directors wish everyone a happy 
and healthy holiday season and ask 
each resident to consider a contribu-
tion to the organization.  

Any questions concerning hospice 
or the Tree of Lights campaign 
should be directed to Linsey Allen at 
the Milbank hospital at 432-3260. 

Valley Hospice Begins  
Tree of Lights Campaign

A cooperative effort between staff 
at the Grant County courthouse and 
the Milbank Area Chamber of Com-
merce will result in the courthouse 
park being decorated this holiday 
season. 

“Our community is always finding 
additional and unique ways to cele-
brate Christmas,” said Sara Koepke, 
4-H youth program advisor. She in-
dicated that the goal is to give resi-
dents the chance to enjoy lighted 
displays in Milbank, rather than 
going to other communities. 

There is no charge for groups or 
individuals to participate, but they 
need to provide their own materials, 
time and efforts to keep up a quality 
lighted display. Those who wish to 
participate should contact the Grant 
County 4-H office at 432-9221 no 

later than Monday, November 30. 
Participants will be assigned a 

12x12 foot spot on the courthouse 
park. Displays must be a seasonal/ 
holiday theme or greeting. “We en-
courage participants to have a sign 
with their name that can be lit with 
LED lights and/or spotlights,” 
Koepke said. “Parade floats from the 
Milbank Area Chamber of Com-
merce Parade of Lights are wel-
come.” The county will supply power 
and timers. Participants are respon-
sible for extension cords to get to the 
power supply. 

Visitors will be able to enjoy view-
ing the decorations either in a drive-
by or walk-through style beginning 
Saturday, December 5. The displays 
will be lit daily from 5 to 9 p.m. 
through Sunday, December 27.

Public Invited to Decorate  
Courthouse Park for Holidays

City Police Offer  
Suggestions to Avoid 
Theft of Packages 
 

The Milbank Police Department is 
investigating the theft of packages 
that were delivered to the outside of 
a residence on Diggs Avenue. The 
theft of two parcels, valued at ap-
proximately $200, was reported on 
Wednesday, November 18. 

According to Boyd VanVooren, 
police chief, a possible suspect vehi-
cle is a 2000 gray Dodge Dakota. If 
anyone has any information that 
would help with this case, they 
should call VanVooren. He asks that 
citizens remain vigilant to criminal 
activity and report any suspicious 
vehicles or people.  

As a warning to the public, Van-
Vooren recommends that if they are 
ordering merchandise online, they 
have it delivered to their work ad-
dress or to a friend or neighbor who 
is at home during delivery hours. 

DATE HI LO    PREC 
Nov. 17 41 14  

18 37 16  
19 55 32  

20 50 31 tr 
21 50 16  
22 46 18 0.14” rn 
23 39 16   

 Courtesy Wastewater Treatment Plan

Milbank’s Lighted 
Parade is Saturday 
 

Milbank’s Main Street will be 
aglow with entries for the annual 
lighted parade, sponsored by the 
Milbank Area Chamber of Com-
merce. The favorite holiday event is 
slated for Saturday, November 28, at 
5:30 p.m.  

Any civic group, church organiza-
tion, business or family that wishes 
to participate with a lighted float is 
welcome to do so. One float will be 
named the people’s choice winner 
and awarded a prize of $200 in Ol’ 
Mill Bucks. 

Those who will have floats in the 
parade should line up behind the 
courthouse at 5 p.m. that evening. 
The parade entries will travel north 
on Milbank’s Main Street. The public 
is welcome to view the parade in per-
son, or if they prefer to stay at home, 
they can watch it live-streamed on 
the Milbank Area Chamber of Com-
merce Facebook page. 

Anyone with questions should 
contact Laurie Folk, chamber direc-
tor, at 605-432-6656 or member-
shipdirector@milbanksd.com.

Jenn Rehnke Joins 
Mundwiler’s Staff 
 

Tim and Tana Mundwiler, owners 
of Mundwiler Funeral Home, an-
nounce the addition of Jenn Rehnke 
as the office manager.  

Although Rehnke grew up in the 
Twin Cities area of Minnesota and 
graduated from Minnetonka High 
School, she had ties to Milbank 
through her late grandparents and 
her mother, Charlotte Rehnke 
Jaeger. 

While attending a classical real-
ism art school, Rehnke gained em-
ployment at the Guthrie Theater box 
office. There, she discovered her 
love for working with the public and 
gained the skills and compassion to 
excel in customer service and office 
management.  

Nearly a decade later, Rehnke 
moved to Portland, OR, where she 
continued her work in front-of-
house management as audience 
services manager at Portland Center 
Stage, the city’s largest theater. 

When Rehnke decided to pursue a 
life in a smaller town, she thought 
Milbank was a natural choice. 
Rehnke’s family includes her signifi-
cant other, Rollie Flores.  In her 
spare time, Rehnke is an artist 
known for her commissioned pet 
portraits. She enjoys learning new 
things. She is self-described as an 
amateur chef, a gardener, a mixolo-
gist, an artist, an organizer and a 
coffee addict.

Family Bingo to be 
Hosted at Library  

The Friends of Grant County Li-
brary will host a family bingo Tues-
day, December 1, from 3:30 to 5 p.m.  
Stay and play, or come and go for 
just a few games at the Grant County 
Public Library, 207 East Park Av-
enue, Milbank. Masks are required. 

Whimsy Anniversary  
Amy Thue and Sara Snaza, 

owners of Whimsy on Main, are 
celebrating the store’s fifth an-
niversary with door buster spe-
cials on Friday, November 27, 
and the opportunity for shop-
pers to get a free gift when they 
patronize the store on Saturday, 
November 28. See the ad inside 
for more information.   

Thanksgiving Dinner  
The public is invited to a free 

Thanksgiving dinner that will be 
served on Thursday, November 
26, at Emanuel Lutheran 
Church in Milbank. The meal 
will be available between noon 
and 2 p.m. Reservations are ap-
preciated by Monday, November 
23. Organizers report that take 
out and delivery options are 
available. Look for the ad inside 
for more information.  

Holiday Hours  
The Thanksgiving holiday will 

cause the closure of the Grant 
County courthouse and all of-
fices housed there on Thursday 
and Friday, November 26 and 
27. The City of Milbank, Milbank 
Area Chamber of Commerce and 
Grant County Development Cor-
poration will be closed both days 
as well. The city rubble site will 
be closed Thursday, November 
26, through Saturday, November 
28, in observance of Thanksgiv-
ing. 
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Prior to the court date for a case, 
volunteers compile a report. It in-
forms the judge what they observed 
with the child and their parents. Be-
haviors and concerns are noted. 
“Then, they make a recommenda-
tion at the bottom. Do we continue 
with the children and have a review 
hearing in 30 days; do they recom-
mend reunification or parents at-
tend counseling or get help for 
issues,” said Mielitz. “The judge can 
order those things. Most of the time 
child protection and counselors are 
on the same page, so the judge will 
do what the law allows.” 

EC-CASA needs additional volun-
teers for the Grant County area. 
“You can never have enough. We 
know the kids and volunteers so I 
can match them with a case perfect 
for them and their personalities,” 
said Mielitz. “I’m looking at things 
like if they have a job and will it be 
difficult for them to attend the 

case’s court date? What is their 
schedule like? How much time are 
they willing to commit if it’s a really 
big case with a lot of work in-
volved?” 

Most of the volunteers pay for 
their own mileage and other ex-
pensed and think of it as their own 
way of donating, according to 
Mielitz. “Our funding is huge, but 
our kids are more important. Even if 
someone throws 20 bucks our way 
we will put it to good use,” she said. 

Potential volunteers meet with 
Mielitz to talk about why they want 
to donate their time and discuss 
their personality and thoughts. They 
fill out paperwork, have background 
and sex offender checks, and take 
30 hours of training to help them 
understand their duties and what 
the CASA process looks like. 
“There’s a process, almost like 
you’re going to be a foster parent,” 
added Mielitz. “We need volunteers 
who believe people who are addicted 

can recover. We provide education 
for addiction, working with the 
courts and child protection.” The 
volunteers are sworn in by the judge 
and become officers of the court and 
they run by the standards of the 
judge’s court. 

Mielitz wants to get as many peo-
ple and businesses in the commu-
nity involved with CASA as possible. 
“When we are working as a fine-
tuned machine, communicating well 
and are on the same page, the re-
sults are so much quicker,” said 
Mielitz. “We can get kids out of fos-
ter care and back home much 
quicker when we all have the same 
goal and work as a team. Kids 
shouldn’t have to languish in foster 
care for a year or longer.” 

CASA is a non-profit organization 
and the majority of its operating 
funds comes through fundraising. 
Individuals and businesses in the 
Milbank area can help by donating 
items large or small to be auctioned 
off at an upcoming fundraiser for 
EC-CASA. 

Mielitz also hopes to find local 
bakeries and individuals who can 

donate donuts, cupcakes and other 
goodies. She wants to provide CASA 
children with treats on their birth-
day to improve their morale. 

Statistics show that the average 
family is 19 diapers short each 
month, according to Mielitz. She is 
searching for people in the commu-
nity who are willing to participate in 
a diaper drive for foster families. 

EC-CASA needs someone to enter 
data a couple of hours per week. 
They also need an individual who is 
proficient with Microsoft Excel to fix 
various documents. EC-CASA would 
also welcome anyone who is good at 
fundraising to help them. 

People can also donate supplies of 
any kind such as paper, baby and 
kids clothes, and much more. EC-
CASA can use a lot of items. 

Anyone interested in becoming a 
CASA volunteer or helping in other 
ways can call Mielitz at 605-696-
6106 or 605-467-0186 or email her 
at eccasaterri@swiftel.net. 

–Logan Karels

Court Advocate Program Expands

Combined Appeal 
Concludes Auction 
 

The first-ever Grant County Com-
bined Appeal (GCCA) online auc-
tion, which concluded Monday, 
November 16, was considered a suc-
cess by organizers, according to 
Craig Wellnitz, chairman for the or-
ganization’s fundraising campaign.  

Businesses and individuals do-
nated 39 items to be auctioned dur-
ing the event to help raise money for 
the GCCA. The auction netted 
$1,869.50, which will go toward the 
fundraising goal of $183,000. The 
fundraising campaign is currently at 
69 percent of the target amount, 
and those who wish to contribute 
can look for the ad inside for details. 

South Dakota farmers may enjoy 
the highest yields in the state’s his-
tory for the 2020 harvest season. 
This year’s harvest season was in 
stark contrast to 2019 that saw very 
wet ground and crops and a high 
amount of prevented planting acres. 

The 2019 planting and harvest 
seasons were hampered by flooding 
and excessive amounts of moisture. 
A dry planting season in east river 
South Dakota allowed farmers to get 
their crops planted much earlier 
than last year. It led to historic har-
vest yields that featured great 
weather during the harvest season. 

Lance Frogner of Milbank enjoyed 
higher yields across the board in 
2020 compared to 2019. “Our corn 
averaged about 200 bushels per acre 
and our beans were at 56 bushels 
per acre,” noted Frogner. 

According to the USDA National 
Agricultural Statistics Service, South 
Dakota producers planted 5.40 mil-
lion acres of corn, a 24 percent in-
crease from last year. 4.92 million 
acres are estimated to be harvested 
— a 27 percent increase from 2019. 
Soybean acres planted are estimated 
to be 5.20 million acres, a 49 per-
cent increase. Farmers expect to 
harvest 5.15 million acres, a 50 per-
cent increase from a year ago. 

Jerry Settje, manager at Corona 
Grain and Feed, reported corn yields 
in the area ran anywhere from 150-
200 bushels per acre, higher than 
the state average in certain areas. 

Jerry Bury of Milbank’s 2020 har-
vest yields were actually down 
slightly compared to 2019. “A lot de-
pended on where we caught a little 
rain and where we didn’t. But, we 
did get a little too hot and dry for too 
long,” he said. “Harvest did go very 
easy this year because the ground 
was dry. All in all it turned out okay 
with the prices being better.” 

South Dakota’s corn production is 
estimated at 752 million bushels, up 
35 percent from last year, according 
to the United States Department of 
Agriculture’s (USDA) National Agri-
cultural Statistics Service. Farmers 
are expected to see an average of 165 
bushels per ace, according to a No-
vember crop production report from 

the USDA. The mark is a record-
high and an increase of 21 bushels 
from 2019. 

Acreage harvested for corn is esti-
mated at 4.56 million acres, and 18 
percent increase from 2019. Soy-
bean area for harvest is at 4.90 mil-
lion acres, an increase of 42 percent 
from last year. 

Joe Meyer of WestCon credited 
early planting and drier conditions 
as factors that led to better corn 
quality. “Our corn definitely saw 
better test weights and lower mois-
tures compared to last year. It was 
pretty much a 180 degree difference 
from a year ago,” said Meyer. “Basi-
cally all the corn we are getting in 
now would be good for an export 
market that has higher standards 
than an ethanol market. Yields were 
a little bit off compared to what we 
see on average in this area because 
of the dryness.” 

The state’s soybean production is 
estimated at 230 million bushels, a 
58 percent increase from the previ-
ous year. Yield is forecasted at 47 
bushels per acre which is up 4.5 
bushels from 2019. Byron Ruhr, 
manager at Revillo Farmers Eleva-
tor, reported the average soybean 
yield in the area was in the low 50s 
(bushels per acre). 

Jay Mertens of Milbank also saw 
higher yields in his fields compared 
to last year’s harvest. “We ran about 
170 bushels per acre on corn and our 
soybeans were really up and down,” 
Mertens said. “It was about 42 
bushels per acre on soybeans; some 
fields were 30 and others got up to 
60.” 

–Logan Karels

South Dakota Farmers May See 
Highest Yields In State History

DEEDS 
Jared Hilbrands and Corrie Quale 

TO Alan Vance and Corinne Vance 
– The E1/2 of Lot 2 and all of Lots 3 
& 11, Beren’s Subd. in the NE1/4 of 
8-120-48 
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Duane Lambrechts, 

age 85, of Milbank died on 
Tuesday, November 17, 2020, 

at the Milbank hospital. He was a 
long-time city employee and was 

street superintendent when he re-
tired in 1997. 

Funeral services will be conducted 
today (Wednesday, November 25) at 
2 p.m. at Peace Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Milbank. Pastor Albert 
Meier will officiate, and interment 
will be at Milbank City Cemetery. 

The use of face masks by attendees 
is recommended. For those who pre-
fer or require continued precautions, 
webcasting and/or livestreaming will 
be viewable at www.mundwilerfu-
neralhome.net. 

Duane Harold Lambrechts was 
born on July 12, 1935, in Mazeppa 
Township in Grant County to Harold 
and Josephine (Westphal) Lam-
brechts. He was a hard-working 
farm boy and attended rural school 
and South Shore High School.   

Duane joined the United States Air 
Force in 1953, serving for five years 
during the Korean Conflict. He was 
stationed in Japan and Guam.  

After his discharge from the Air 
Force, Duane was hired by the city of 
Milbank as a police officer where he 
worked for 10 years. He transferred 
to the Milbank Street Department, 
working his way to eventually be-

come the street superintendent until 
his retirement in 1997. Throughout 
the years, he owned the businesses 
Golden Arrow Restaurant and H & L 
Gravel.  

Duane married Arlys (Schultz) 
Lambrechts on July 25, 1959, in 
Wilmot. Together, they raised two 
children. During their 62 years of 
marriage, they enjoyed traveling, 
camping with their family, and win-
tering for 18 years in their home in 
Texas.  

Duane enjoyed many outdoor hob-
bies including fishing, trapping, 
hunting and golfing. He also worked 
to obtain his pilot’s license and flew 
his own plane.   

Duane was a member of the Mil-
bank VFW and American Legion. He 
was also a charter member of The 
Last of the Fast Guns Club.  

Church was an important part of 
his life. In his later years, he served 
as usher and prepared communion 
each month. Duane enjoyed socializ-
ing daily with various coffee groups 
at different restaurants around Mil-
bank.  

Survivors include his daughter 
and son-in-law, Rhonda and David 
Preller of Milbank; son and daugh-
ter-in-law, Bryan and Becky Lam-
brechts of Milbank; grandchildren: 
Erik (Lisa) Lambrechts of Aberdeen, 
Amanda Lambrechts of Indianapo-

lis, IN, and Brittany Preller of Wa-
tertown; great-grandson, Odin Lam-
brechts; sister-in-law, Mary 
Lambrechts of Milbank; brother-in-
law, Darwin Hogan of Florence, and 
many nieces and nephews.  

Duane was preceded in death by 
his wife; parents; brother, Eugene 
Lambrechts, and sisters: Annabelle 
Meany, Rosezella Hogan and Donna 
(Bernard) Hawkinson.  

To send an online condolence, 
visit www.mundwilerfuneralhome. 
net. 

Duane LambrechtsVeteran

Judy Lowthian 
 

Judy J. Leonhardt Lowthian, 77, 
Galesburg, IL, died on Saturday, 
November 21, 2020, in a Mon-
mouth, IL, nursing home. She was a 
Milbank High School graduate.  

Arrangements are pending with 
Hinchliff-Pearson-West Funeral Di-
rectors and Cremation Services 
Chapel, Galesburg, IL.

Betty Schell, age 93, of Milbank 
died on Friday, November 20, 2020. 
She was the widow of Ray Schell. 

A Mass of Christian Burial was con-
ducted on Tuesday, November 24, at 
St. Lawrence Catholic Church in Mil-
bank. Burial was in the St. Lawrence 
Catholic Cemetery in Milbank.  

Betty Lou Chamley was born on 
August 25, 1927, in Lacrosse, WI, to 
Lloyd and Ruth (Crooks) Chamley. 
Her family moved to the Summit 
area where she grew up and at-
tended country school and Summit 
High School.  

Betty married Ray Schell on Feb-
ruary 28, 1946, and they moved to 
Milbank where Ray was a long-time 
employee of Dakota Granite. Betty 
and Ray built a house on 5th Street, 
and lived there until Ray’s death in 
2006. Betty was a homemaker, rais-
ing their four children, and worked 
as a nurse’s aide at St. Bernard's 
Hospital. 

Betty was a member of St. 
Lawrence Catholic Church. 

 Betty enjoyed embroidery and 
working with flowers and plants. She 
was known for taking care of many 
stray animals, and enjoyed feeding 
and watching the birds that came to 
her feeder. Most of all, Betty cher-
ished time spent with her grandchil-
dren.  

Betty Schell is survived by her 
children: Ronald Schell of St. Paul, 
MN, Teresa (Gene) Carlson of Or-
tonville, MN, Mary Mack of Big 
Stone City, and Imelda Pogany of 
Sioux Falls; grandchildren: Gene Jr., 
Russell and Jefferey Carlson, Re-
becca, Thomas and James Mack and 
Zachary Pogany; great-grandchil-
dren: Lacey, Brandon, Zetta, Chelsie, 
Abigail, Arianna and Erica; great-
great-grandchildren: Cooper, 
Braden and  Grayson, and sister, 
Vonnie Feuerstien of Rosemount, 
MN.  

She was preceded in death by her 
parents; husband; brothers: Donald 
and Walter Chamley, and sister, 
Irene Bakken. 

Mundwiler Funeral Home of Mil-
bank was in charge of the arrange-
ments. To send an online 
condolence, visit www.mundwilerfu-
neralhome.net. 

Betty Schell

Bonnie Schulte, age 85, of Milbank 
died on Tuesday, November 17, 
2020, at the Milbank hospital. The 
widow of Dale Schulte, the couple 
farmed together in Kilborn Town-
ship for many years. 

A private family funeral service 
was conducted at Valley Baptist 
Church in Milbank. A public grave-
side service took place on Saturday, 
November 21, at the Milbank City 
Cemetery. 

Bonnie Lulu Miller Schulte was 
born on August 8, 1935, in Corona to 
DeLyle and Marion Hooth Miller.  
Bonnie accepted Christ as her Savior 
at a young age and was baptized 
around the age of 13 by the Corona 
Methodist Church. She graduated as 
valedictorian from Corona High with 
the class of 1953.   

After graduation, Bonnie worked 
for Milbank Mutual. She was united 
in marriage with Dale Schulte on 
September 1, 1956, at First Baptist 
Church in Corona. They were 
blessed with three children. 
  Bonnie and Dale farmed together 
in Kilborn Township, Grant County. 
She was a dedicated and devoted 
farm wife and mother. Bonnie sewed 

her daughters’ clothing and made 
wonderful bread. 

Bonnie and Dale retired from 
farming in 2000 and moved into 
Milbank. They moved to Trail Ridge 
Retirement Community in Sioux 
Falls in 2006. They returned to Mil-
bank in 2012, living at Golden Living 
Center. Dale died on December 2, 
2014. Bonnie continued to reside in 
Milbank until her death. 

Bonnie was a faithful member of 
Valley Baptist Church and active 
with Women’s Missionary Fellow-
ship. She also was a choir member 
and church pianist. 

Survivors include her children: 
Barbara (Alan) Wilts of Morris, MN, 
Brenda (Charles) Stahl of Emery and 
David (Elizabeth) Schulte of Mil-
bank; grandchildren: Scott 
(Amanda) Stahl, Mallory (Sam) 
Minor, Jodi Stahl (Mitchell 
Janssen), Jase Wilts, Caitlin Wilts 
(Jacob Hanson) and Isaac, Joseph 
and Rachel Schulte; great-grandchil-
dren: Landon, James, Harrison, 
Camden and Caroline Stahl and 
Hayden, Cora and West Minor; sis-
ters: Phyllis Harms and Marilyn 
Johnson; brother, Gerald (Vangie) 

Miller; sister-in-law, Janice (Jerre) 
Heikkila, and many nieces and 
nephews. 

Bonnie was preceded in death by 
her parents; husband; brothers: Mil-
ford and Donald Miller, and sister, 
Margaret Rohlfs. 

To leave an online condolence, 
visit www.mundwilerfuneralhome. 
net.

Bonnie Schulte

Warren “Scott” Smith, age 60, of 
Milbank died on Thursday, Novem-
ber 19, 2020, at the Milbank hospi-
tal. He was a Milbank High School 
graduate. 

Funeral services were Tuesday, 
November 24, at Mundwiler Funeral 
Home in Milbank. Rev. Tim Koch of-
ficiated and burial was in the Osce-
ola #1 Cemetery at Marvin.  

Warren Scott Smith was born on 
May 15, 1960, in Milbank to Dewey 
Edward Smith and Phyllis Augusta 
(Kohn) Smith. He used Scott as his 
primary name and grew up in rural 
Marvin and graduated from Milbank 
High School.  

Scott took care of his mother for 
many years. He was a happy-go-
lucky man who never met a stranger 
and loved to visit. He remembered 
everybody he met, had an infectious 
personality and was always happy.   

Scott enjoyed cheering for the 
Minnesota Vikings and the Green 
Bay Packers. He  loved to fish, hunt 
and ride his ATV. His childhood was 

sprinkled with a variety of pet ani-
mals, his black Lab, Bub,  playing 
with his nieces and nephews, his fa-
vorite Transformer toys, along with 
TV favorites: The Dukes of Hazzard, 
Hee Haw and Star Trek. He never 
missed a Star Wars movie.  

Scott proudly supported the Mar-
vin Volunteer Fire Department and 
helped with fundraiser activities. 

Scott became a very accurate black 
powder shooter and spent many 
happy hours target shooting with his 
brothers in the nearby gravel pit. He 
loved taking pictures. He looked for-
ward to annual trips to Montana to 
go prairie dog hunting, and attend-
ing the Fort Sisseton Historical Fes-
tival and area threshing shows. The 
highlight of his summer was always 
the week of camping with his friends 
at NeSoDak. Scott always had music 
on and liked all genres, but Johnny 
Cash and The Statler Brothers were 
special favorites. 

Survivors include his siblings: 
Gayle Fountain of Luverne, MN, 

Rodney and Roger Smith, both of 
Marvin, and several nieces, 
nephews, and friends. 

He was preceded in death by his 
parents; sister-in-law, Vicky Smith, 
and brother-in-law, Robert Foun-
tain.

Warren “Scott” Smith

CARD OF THANKS 
I wish to thank everyone for the 

cards and gifts I received for my 
90th birthday. It was very much ap-
preciated. 
26t1p                                  Joyce Green

CARD OF THANKS 
The family of Gladys Lynde would 

like to express heartfelt thanks for 
the many acts of kindness shown to 
us upon the passing of our mother, 
grandmother and great-grand-
mother.   

Thank you for the cards, calls, 
food, flowers and thoughts and 
prayers. 

Thank you to the doctors and staff 
of Prairie Lakes Hospital, Avera-
Milbank Hospital and St. William’s 
Care Center for the compassionate 
care. 

Thanks to Mundwiler-Larson staff 
and to Padre’ David Garza Gonzalez 
for assisting with the celebration of 
life. 

We appreciate all the memories 
shared and support shown to our 
families. God’s blessing to all. 

John and Pam Lynde and family 
Mary Jo and Dean Robish 

26t1c                                     and family 

Let gratitude be the pillow upon which you kneel to say your nightly prayer.  
And let faith be the bridge you build to overcome evil and welcome good. 

 — Maya Angelou

I awoke this morning with  
devout thanksgiving for my 
friends, the old and the new. 

 — Ralph Waldo Emerson
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10 Years Ago 
November 24, 2010  

Rick Dilts assumed the position of 
CEO/general manager of Dakota 
Granite upon the retirement of 
Chuck Monson, longtime general 
manager, chairman of the board and 
chief executive officer. Dilts had 
been with Dakota Granite for 15 
years. Also retiring were Jon Kam-
pen, production superintendent; Bill 
Ruoff,  block and commercial sales 
director; Dale Egan, north end shop 
foreman, and Nancy Fosheim, chief 
financial officer. 

A semi-tanker truck filled with 
ethanol left the roadway one and 
one-half miles east of the Poet 
Biorefining Plant and rolled. The 
driver was treated for minor in-
juries. He stated he was distracted 
by a deer and lost control. The spill 
of 200 gallons of ethanol was con-
tained quickly. 

Mill Theatres in Milbank adver-
tised the showing of films including 
Harry Potter, Red, MegaMind, 
Tangled and Due Date. 

Receiving All-State football hon-
ors were Nick Mears, Kevin Reed-
strom and Tanner Folk. Taylor 
Boerger received the junior varsity 
most valuable player award at the 
awards potluck. Jesse Peschong was 
named rookie of the year. Lineman 
of the year was awarded to Matt 
Stephan. Special teams MVP went to 
Tanner Folk. Nick Mears received 
the offensive MVP honor and Logan 
Lambrechts received the defensive 
MVP award. Shawn Prasnicki was 
honored with the Justin Maass 
spirit award. 

The Milbank hospital announced 
the birth of a boy born to Ashley and 
Trent Ammann of Wilmot. 

Jodie Owen of LaBolt was travel-
ing north on Highway 15 at 10:30 
p.m. when her vehicle slid on the icy 
road. Her vehicle slid across the 
southbound lane, struck a curb and 
hit a light pole and ITC fiber optic 
box. The light fixture dislodged from 
the pole and landed on the engine 
hood. No injuries resulted. Damage 
to Owen’s 2005 GMC Envoy XL was 
estimated at $5,000. Damage to the 
light pole and fiber optic box was es-
timated at $500. 

25 Years Ago 
November 22, 1995  

Cory Renshaw of Detroit Lakes, 
MN, and Bill Weber of Sioux Falls 
joined the Milbank police force. 

Richard Trevett of Milbank 
stopped his van in front of the police 
office and left it running in gear. As 
he got out of the vehicle, it jumped 
the curb and struck the post office 
stair railing. Trevett’s 1979 Chevy 
van sustained about $1,000 in dam-
age. 

Milbank Snow Queen contestants 
included Sarah Ahles, Jessica 
Berens, Tara DeBoer, Yiko Naka-
mura, Renee Reidburn, Stephanie 
Schlueter, Nicole Giessinger, Sara 
Hilbrands, Tawnya Lambert, Sarah 
Schmidt, Kara Schwab, Noelle Mon-
son and Anna Werner. 

Jason Liebe of Milbank suffered a 
broken leg in a farming accident 
near Twin Brooks. Liebe was un-
loading soybeans at the former Twin 
Brooks Alfalfa Mill when the power 
takeoff came off the tractor and hit 
him in the left leg. He was taken to 
the Milbank hospital and then 
transferred to a Sioux Falls hospital. 

Retired police officer, Jerry Jut-
ting, was honored at an open house 
after he served 22 years in the Mil-
bank Police Department. Jutting 
served a total of 13 years as chief of 
police. 

Mark Mueller of the Milbank FFA 
Chapter was elected District I FFA 
treasurer at the leadership contest 
in Watertown. Melissa Pinkert 
placed second in the prepared pub-
lic speaking contest with a talk on 
show animal abuse. Libby Stengel 
placed second in the extemporane-
ous speech contest. Pinkert and 
Stengel advanced to the state FFA 
leadership contest. 

Trevett’s Cafe in Milbank adver-
tised a Thanksgiving Day buffet fea-
turing ham, roast turkey, swedish 
meatballs, chicken, mashed potatoes 
and gravy, sweet potatoes, au’gratin 
potatoes, corn, peas, salads, bread 
and dessert. 

Heath Boe, a senior at Grant-
Deuel High School, was selected as 
the male state award winner for 
Wendy’s High School Heisman 
awards. The award recognized aca-

demic achievement, community 
service and athletic accomplish-
ments. 

50 Years Ago 
November 25, 1970 

Dr. Donald Becker, chiropractor, 
closed his office in the Review build-
ing, bringing to an end 31 years of 
practice in Milbank and 47 years in 
his profession. 

Mildred Conrad was the new 
owner and operator of the Golden 
Arrow Cafe. She purchased the busi-
ness from Jerry Berens. 

Doris White, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Harold White of Milbank, was 
chosen as the DAR winner from Mil-
bank High School. 

Graduating and receiving practi-
cal nursing degrees were Mabel 
Mitchell, Phyllis Kiernast and Mae-
cille Kasuske, all of Milbank; Terry 
Lundborg and Judy Letze of Big 
Stone City, and Ethel Thielmann of 
Wilmot. 

Final arrangements were made for 
the removal of mountains of 
wrecked cars in the former Milbank 
Wrecking Company  yard which was 
purchased by Charles Porter. It was 
estimated it would take a crew of six 
to eight men approximately 90 days 
to complete the job.  

New Christmas decorations for 
Milbank’s business district were 
lighted for the first time. The light-
ing committee raised $2,500 to pur-
chase the new decorations. Arvid 
Liebe served as chairman of the 
committee.  

Francis Comstock of Milbank won 
second place in the Northeast South 
Dakota Lake Region Association 
Outdoor Photo Contest. Comstock’s 
picture was of young geese.  

New National Honor Society 
members included Roberta Dorn-
busch, Linda Dahle, Becky Bracht, 
Sharon Frerichs, Thomas Rethke, 
Rebecca Shives, Stephanie 
Schreiner, Duane Hurley, Bradley 
Van de Voort, Steven Lewis, John 
Gill, Dale Tuchscherer and Rebecca 
Schad. 

Army Specialist Four David 
Peiker, son of Mr. and Mrs. Elgie 
Peiker of Milbank, received the 
combat infantryman badge near Cu 
Chi, Vietnam. 

75 Years Ago 
November 22, 1945   

 Grant County men called by the 
selective service board were William 
Boogard, Louis Fenner and Archie 
Wessel, all of Milbank; Forrest Ka-
suske, Verland Dohrer, Arlo Dock-
ter, Eldred Buttke and Melbourne 
McCrea, all of Twin Brooks; Arlo 
Kneeland of Summit; Leslie Hauer 
of LaBolt; Harold Schulz of Revillo, 
and Lester Schwandt and Keith 
Chamley, both of Marvin. 

Ft. Lt. Leona Holt, Army nurse, 
returned home after a grueling ex-
perience of administering anesthet-
ics and caring for critically wounded 
American soldiers on the European 
continent. Lt. Holt was attached to a 
field hospital, set up in tents from 
two to eight miles behind the firing 
lines. She nursed the U.S. wounded 
across France, into Luxembourg, 
Belgium, Germany and Austria. 

The Milbank High School junior 
class staged the comedy, Meet the 
Duchess. Starring in the play were 
John Walz, Warren Saeger, Aurita 
Carr, Renae Buchholz, Betty Lewis, 
Beverly O’Farrell, Ellen O’Farrell, 
Dean Murray, Edith Lieffort and 
George Angerhofer. 

Kathryn O’Neill offered her home 
at 108 North Viola Street in Milbank 
for auction. The house consisted of a 
living room, kitchen, two bedrooms, 
bath and sun parlor along with a full 
basement and cistern. The house 
was close to churches, schools and a 
block from the hospital. 

Eli Erdahl had the misfortune to 
fall on the icy steps of his home and 
broke his right arm above the wrist. 

The Milbank hospital announced 
the birth of a girl to Mrs. Ray Corliss 
of Revillo, and a girl to Mrs. Ray-
mond Frevert of Big Stone. 

Betty Landis and Phyllis Haugen 
were injured in a car accident on Big 
Stone Main Street. The car was 
driven by Robert Geier of Ortonville, 
MN. Landis received a broken arm 
and Phyllis received several bruises. 

The Chateau Theatre in Milbank 
advertised the showing of films in-
cluding Main Street After Dark, In-
cendiary Blonde and House on 
92nd Street.

New Cases of Covid-19 in 
Grant County are Rising   

Our county has had a higher new 
cases per population and a higher all 
time per population rate than New 
York or Illinois or California ever 
had. We have surpassed them and we 
don’t even have subway trains. There 
is no sign of a slow down here, No-
vember 18. Right now, the vulnerable 
cannot get away from the people who 
think they are invulnerable. 

There are some simple things all of 
us can do to show love of community 
and love of country. The governor 
has called on us to slow the spread of 
Covid-19 and we can. She asked us 
and has no plans to force us. South 
Dakota Department of Health pub-
lishes advice and links to the CDC 
advice that we need now. Precautions 
are explained in both in simple terms 
and in detail. 

Too many people are gambling 
that doing nothing is the best bet. 
Betting that Covid-19 is a hoax in-
stead of betting that the leaders of 
the health professions are correct is 
going to be a losing position with the 
well-being of neighbors (who is my 
neighbor?) as chips. It's very much a 
roll of the dice. No one can tell who 
may be silently spreading the disease 
and who might be the one who will 
end up seriously ill or dead.  

We can slow the spread and later 
hold our heads up when the vaccine 
arrives because we prevented illness, 
saved lives and our economy. Hind-
sight will be cruel when the promised 
Covid-19 vaccines arrive just a few 
months from now if we do not do 
enough. 

The excuses for doing little or 
nothing pour out like oil on a fire. 
How about the guy who said to three 
co-workers “covid is survival of the 
fittest and that’s a good thing?”  If 
you want to be like him you can. 

The health care workers who show 
up to cure us and even save our lives 
are not like him. When any of us 
need health care we put on a mask 
and do what is considered helpful to 
slow the spread of Covid-19 before 
we go into the clinic. There’s nothing 
brave about dropping all precautions 
after walking out the clinic door. The 
health care system people don’t know 
everything but they know enough. 

Fortunately, most precautions are 
not expensive nor difficult. Masks are 
cheap. Their value has been down-
played sometimes to avoid offending 
a small group who are fanatically de-

voted to showing their lips. We can 
mask up because it’s a good sugges-
tion to slow the spread. We can keep 
gatherings small, we can isolate at 
times or get tested, we can read the 
advice from our taxpayer funded in-
stitutions, we can follow the advice of 
our doctor, not a youtube doctor.  

Success is our success. Failure is 
our failure. 

Linda Simmons, Twin BrooksMy niece and her husband ask 
their children every evening at din-
ner what they learned that day. One 
evening their daughter replied, “I 
learned that I can tuck my hair into 
my pants.”  

That’s some long hair! My hair is 
getting longer, but it hasn’t reached 
that point yet. My trips to the hair-
stylist have always been a little lim-
ited, but even more so now because 
of COVID. My hair grows so fast and 
it is too much of a bother to keep it 
short. However, I think the rate of 
growth has slowed down as I’ve 
aged. I haven’t had my hair cut for 
nearly a year but in the past it would 
have been longer than this if I had 
gone that long without a cut. 

I’m also seeing longer styles on 
others these days because they are 
limiting trips to the salon, but some 
people are turning to their spouses 
for trimmings. My brother-in-law 
was sporting a unique style when he 
came up for brotherly love weekend 
in September. 

He had asked his wife to cut his 
hair with hair clippers. She did okay 
until it came to trimming around his 
ears. She got a little close to the scalp 
on one side of his head and there 
was a swath where it was almost 
bare. At least he could cover it with a 
cap. 

I recently read a story about a 
priest in Omaha, NE, who has de-
cided not to cut his hair until a vac-
cine is available. He is getting 
ribbing from parish members, and 
some are providing headbands, 
scrunchies and hair ties. There are 
others who do not like the look and 
wouldn’t mind taking a scissors to 
his locks. 

Reading that reminded me of the 
time my dad refused to cut his hair 
and let it grow long. Family friends 
had asked mom and dad to go on a 
trip to Las Vegas with them. Mom 
had no desire to visit the gambling 

mecca, but dad really wanted to go. 
He told her he wouldn’t cut his hair 
until she agreed to go. 

His hair was quite wavy and the 
longer length actually looked good. I 
think he even got some comments 
from women who were jealous of the 
waves. 

I don’t know how long mom held 
out, but he had quite a mane before 
she finally agreed to take the trip. He 
cut his long locks and off to Vegas 
they went. Mom did enjoy the sight-
seeing portions of the trip, but not 
the casinos of Las Vegas. Dad 
thought it was great and didn’t miss 
his hair at all. 

� � � � � � � � 
Tom asked his friend Bob the se-

cret to his 52 years of marriage. Bob 
replied, “We never go to sleep 
angry.” 

“That’s a great philosophy,” said 
Tom. 

“Yes. And the longest we’ve been 
awake so far is five days,” revealed 
Bob. 

� � � � � � � � 
Worth mentioning or not? I’ll let 

you decide.

Grant County Library 
has Direct Line  
to Santa Claus 
 

The Grant County Public Library 
in Milbank has a direct line to Santa 
Claus this year. Children can drop 
their letters to Santa in the library 
drop box located on the west side of 
the building and can expect a re-
sponse in return. 

Santa letters will be accepted Fri-
day, November 27, until Friday, De-
cember 18. Letters must have the 
child’s name and return mailing ad-
dress to receive a response. Stamps 
are not necessary.  

85 Units Collected 
at Recent Blood Drive 
 

The American Red Cross Blood-
mobile was in Milbank Monday, No-
vember 23, with 83 donors 
honoring their appointments at 
Unity Square.  

Whole blood was drawn from 60 
individuals. Twelve power red units 
(two in one) were collected; another 
failed to collect the second unit. 
Eight donors were deferred for vari-
ous reasons. Two units attempted, 
but did not complete; those units 
count as a donation for the donor 
but do not count towards the goal. 

Twenty-eight persons who had ac-
knowledged appointments failed to 
cancel or show. 

Emanuel Lutheran Church in Mil-
bank has provided support to the 
bloodmobile this year.  Changes be-
cause of COVID meant the church 
provided no snacks or meal for the 
Red Cross staff; all snacks are now 
individually wrapped and provided 
by the American Red Cross. Individ-
ually wrapped cheese sticks pro-
vided by Valley Queen were a hit 
with staff and donors, according to 
Margaret Skoog, RN coordinator. 

The next Milbank community 
bloodmobile will be Wednesday, 
February 16, 2021, at Unity Square 
from noon to 6 p.m. Appointments 
may be made online at redcross-
blood.org, entering 57252 as the lo-
cation. 

Persons with concerns, sugges-
tions or complaints can contact 
Skoog at 605-880-0435



A few weeks ago I called Steve 
Misener to get my piano tuned. 
Knowing that I am not a piano 
player, he asked if I’d learned to 
play. “No,” I said, “But it’s terribly 
out of tune and we have a few people 
who like to play when they come 
over, so I thought I’d best get it 
tuned, and besides, I still hope one 
day, to take piano lessons again!” 

We chatted for a bit, talked about 
when he’d be coming to tune it and 
said our goodbyes.  

I didn’t think much more of it. 
Except that a few days later I re-

membered the conversation and 
thought, “Why not now? Why not re-
sume the piano lessons I took when I 
was in my 30s, now?”  

I didn’t get very far on my last set 
of lessons. I had a hard time practic-
ing. In my defense, I was a young 
mother with a business to run and I 
was extremely busy. I did want to 
learn piano, but perhaps it was not 
the best time of my life to try to take 
up that hobby. 

Now, the question may be, why in 
the world do I want to learn to play 
piano? In all honesty, I’ve wanted to 
play since I was a young girl. I used 
to beg my parents to allow me to 
take lessons. The only problem was 
we didn’t have room in our apart-
ment for a piano. You gotta realize 
that back in those days the digital 
keyboards they have today weren’t 
available. Or, if they were, we didn’t 
know about them. So even though 
my mother had learned to play as a 
youngster, I was limited to flute. A 
much more practical instrument for 
our home.  

So there I was, at 57 years of age, 
again thinking about taking piano 
lessons, and one of my good custom 
picture framing customers just hap-
pens to be a piano teacher. 

Hmmmm. I finished up a picture 
and a sign I was doing for her and 
delivered them to her house and 
asked while there, if she’d take me 
on as a student. She agreed to. Yay! 
We scheduled for the following 
Tuesday at 2:15 p.m. at her piano 
studio, which although she lives in 
the country, is located in a church in 
town. I left feeling pretty excited.  

I mean, it’s not even a new year 
and I’m working on a new resolu-
tion. That’s pretty awesome, right?  

The following Tuesday, at 2:22 
p.m. I get a text message from my 
new piano teacher, “Are you still 
planning to come to your lesson 
today?” 

WHAT? Oh no! I’d forgotten! Why 
hadn’t my reminder shown up in my 
phone? I checked my calendar – I’d 
neglected to set an appointment for 
this new endeavor. Great. I text mes-
saged her back, apologizing and ex-
plaining. She assured me it was fine 

and she’d be able to get a nice walk 
in before her next student.  

Dog-gone it. I was pretty upset 
with myself. Not only had I missed 
my first piano lesson, but I’d also 
stood my teacher up, and that both-
ered me. Not a good way to start our 
relationship. 

I made sure I had my lesson 
scheduled for the following week 
and put it on repeat for every Tues-
day. With reminders. Just to be safe.  

The following Tuesday morning I 
got another text message from my 
teacher. “Today is your piano lesson, 
at the studio which is located at such 
and such location. It is at 2:15 p.m. 
this afternoon.” Ah, she goes above 
and beyond. Nice. I didn’t actually 
read the whole message at the time, 
just skimmed it enough to know that 
it was about my piano lesson. First 
mistake. 

I sent a thumbs up response.  
I left the house at 2:01 p.m., think-

ing I had plenty of time (second mis-
take) to get to her home. (You might 
notice I said HOME. third mistake.) 
As I drove there, I realized I wasn’t 
going to make it in 15 minutes, so I 
ended up speeding like a crazy 
woman down the gravel road leading 

to her house. So fast that I whizzed 
right by her house. (fourth mistake.) 
Backing up, I parked, ran up the 
deck steps and banged on the door. 
No answer. I did this a few more 
times then opened the door and 
hollered her name. Still no answer. I 
sent her a text.  

“Do I have the wrong day or 
time?” 

Then I thought to look at the text 
she’d sent me, and hadn’t completely 
read ... Ah, at her STUDIO, not at 
her home.  

So, I sent a text explaining I was at 
her house and I’d be at her studio 
shortly, and off I went, dust a-flying 
and fighting back tears. Usually 
when I do this kind of stuff (it hap-
pens way too frequently), I just 
laugh it off, but this time it got to me 
and I was struggling not to cry.  

Arriving at the church studio I 
wiped away my tears and I ended up 
having a very productive if short-
ened session. 

I’m out of town this week, but I am 
looking forward to next week’s les-
son and I can even say I’ve practiced 
once at home! Yay for me! 

With a little determination and a 
lot of luck, I might get more practic-
ing done and maybe even make it to 
my lesson a.) on time and b.) at the 
correct location. Please say some 
prayers for me! 

Terri Weber lives in Roberts 
County, just a short distance from 
the Grant County border.
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Fern L. Mortenson, 100, of Mil-

bank, formerly of Watertown, died 
on Friday, November 20, 2020, at a 
Milbank care center. She grew up in 
the Altamont/Clear Lake area and at 
one time, she and her late husband, 
Cecil Drake, operated the Tunerville 
station and cafe. 

Private family services will be con-
ducted today (Wednesday, Novem-
ber 25) at the Wight & Comes 
Funeral Chapel in Watertown with 
Reverend Marion H. Paulis officiat-
ing. Interment will be at a later date 
at the Lakeview Cemetery, Clear 
Lake. Honorary pallbearers will be 
Fern’s grandchildren and great-
grandchildren. 

Fern L. Mortenson was born to 
Michael and Bertha (Henrichson) 
Fischer on August 20, 1920, in Clear 
Lake. She grew up in the Altamont/ 
Clear Lake area and attended school 
at Clear Lake.  

Fern married Cecil Drake in Clear 
Lake on June 17, 1939. The couple 
farmed west of Tunerville until 1960.  

Fern and Cecil ran the Tunerville 
station and cafe until 1973 when 
they moved to Hayti. Cecil died in 
1974, and Fern returned to run 
Tunerville again.  

Fern married Cloyd Mortenson in 
1979, and they moved to Marietta, 
MN. Fern worked in the Madison 
Nursing Home in Madison, MN, at 
the age of 60 for 12 years as a CNA.  
She moved to Watertown in 1993 
where she retired. Fern moved to 
Milbank in 2013 where she resided 
until her death. She was a resident of 
St. William’s Care Center at the time 
of her death. 

Fern is survived by her children, 
David (Sylvia) Drake of Watertown, 
Carol (Norm) Kelly of Hartland, WI, 
Linda Lindner of Milbank, Sylvia 
(Charles) Musch of Big Stone and 
Ellen Botts of Sioux Falls; 22 grand-
children; 49 great-grandchildren, 
and too many great-great grandchil-
dren to count. 

She was preceded in death by her 
parents; her brothers and sisters; 

first husband, Cecil; son, James 
Drake; daughters, Lillian and 
Shirley; second husband, Cloyd 
Mortenson, and two grandchildren. 

Arrangements by Wight & Comes 
Funeral Chapel, www.wightand-
comes.com.

Fern Mortenson

CARD OF THANKS 
The family of Bonnie Schulte 

would like to thank Valley Baptist 
Church for being her church family 
and giving her spiritual encourage-
ment even though she wasn’t able to 
attend services in person in recent 
years. Also, to the doctors and 
nurses at Milbank Area Hospital 
who took such good care of her in 
her last few days of life on this 
earth.  

Avantara was Bonnie’s home, and 
the staff who has taken care of her 
for the past eight years is second to 
none. We can’t thank you enough 
for loving our mom when we could-
n’t be there with her.  

Thank you to family and friends 
for taking the time to stop by and 
visit her. You brightened her day 
when you visited. Mundwiler Fu-
neral Home, thank you for prepar-
ing everything with such great detail 
and giving others the opportunity to 
be at the service through your web-
site.  

Thank you, Rev. DeVern Schwenn 
for your personal message at the 
service and Rev. Brian McFaden for 
assisting in the details. May God 
bless you all.  

Please keep our healthcare work-
ers in your prayers. 

Barb and Alan Wilts 
Brenda and Charles Stahl 

26t1c       Dave and Elizabeth Schulte 

U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) officials announce Decem-
ber 11, 2020, as the batching date 
for applications for the popular En-
vironmental Quality Incentives Pro-
gram (EQIP) administered by the 
USDA’s Natural Resources Conser-
vation Service (NRCS). 

Farmers and ranchers should con-
tact the NRCS to begin developing 
conservation solutions on their farm 
or ranch. Local and regional techni-
cal specialists with the NRCS can 
help develop a plan to address re-
source concerns. “Those with good 
conservation plans will be in a better 
position to apply for financial assis-
tance since they have a solid conser-
vation goals for their operation,” 
according to Jennifer Wurtz, EQIP 
program coordinator, with the 
NRCS, Huron. 

Applications are batched annually 
for funding consideration. This year, 
December 11, 2020, is the date by 
which an operator or landowner 
must sign an application at their 
local NRCS office for fiscal year (FY) 
2021 funding consideration. The 
batching date is for general funding 
opportunities as well as initiative 
funding such as Soil Health Initia-
tive, Wildlife, Honey Bee Pollinator, 
Sage Grouse Initiative, National 
Water Quality Initiative, High Tun-
nel Systems, Organic and On-Farm 
Energy to name a few. 

The EQIP Program provides fi-
nancial and technical assistance to 
help farmers and ranchers voluntary 
implement conservation practices to 
improve natural resources on work-
ing agricultural lands. Payment is 
provided for a variety of practices to 
address natural resource concerns 
such as water quality, grazing land 
health and productivity, soil erosion 
and soil quality and wildlife habitat 
development. 

Applications for all NRCS conser-
vation programs are accepted con-
tinuously; however, the application 
batching date, or call for ranking, is 
annual. The batching deadline for 
this popular conservation program 
comes around quickly and the rank-
ing process can be competitive. Op-
erators or landowners should apply 
early, not wait, to visit NRCS in their 
local U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Service Center. 

For information about technical 
assistance and conservation pro-
grams, visit www.nrcs.usda 
.gov/GetStarted. For more informa-
tion about EQIP or to apply, contact 
the Grant County NRCS office at 
432-6570 Ext. 3. Currently, USDA 
service centers doors are closed to 
the public because of the Coron-
avirus, but are open for business and 
can be reached by calling or visiting 
www.nrcs.usda.gov/Programs/Fi-
nancialAssistance/EQIP.

Environmental Quality Incentives 
Program Deadline December 11

Fire Departments 
Battle Grass Fire  

Firefighters from the Stockholm 
Volunteer Fire Department and Mil-
bank Fire and Rescue responded to 
a grass fire at 472 Avenue and 154th 
Street on Saturday, November 21, at 
11:20 a.m.  

The fire started in a ditch along 
the roadway and proceeded east, 
driven by windy conditions, accord-
ing to Kevin Schuelke, Milbank fire 
chief. The fire traveled through 
some grassy draws before firefight-
ers stopped it. It impacted land 
owned by Wade Falk, Gerald Larson 
and Darlene Christians. 

As dry conditions continue, 
Schuelke urges the public to use 
good judgment with any type of fire 
or anything that could potentially 
become an ignition source. Person-
nel from the Grant County sheriff’s 
office and the Grant County emer-
gency management office were also 
on the scene.
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David and Jo Gilliland welcomed 
new great-grandson, Bryson Lee 
Honeycutt. He weighed in at eight 
pounds six ounces. This makes their 
30th great-grandchild. Parents are 
Kristina and Jarrett Honeycutt of 
Columbia, SC. 

The Alykat Designs show-
room will be open for shopping 
for all your Christmas gift giv-
ing needs. Contact Terri via 
voice or text at 605-949-0963 
to arrange for a personal shop-
ping experience. New items are 
being added daily.                 ADV 

Brian Block traveled west river to 
do some deer hunting in Harding 
County this past weekend. His wife, 
Brenda, was able to join him and 
they stayed at Miller Ranch. Their 
son, Chris, and friend, Celina of 
Blackhawk, also joined them. Chris 
and Brian were both happy to get 
their deer. On Saturday daughter, 
Heidi’s family arrived and left their 
two daughters to spend the week 
with Grandma and Grandpa Block. 

The Blocks moved from Miller 
Ranch to their cabin in the hills. The 
family will all come together at 
Thanksgiving time at the cabin in 
the hills.  

Tim and Terri Weber enjoyed two 
days and two nights of peaceful R&R 
at Breezy Point Resort near Osage, 
MN. They drove to the resort follow-
ing the St. Lawrence Holiday Craft 
Show and Knights of Columbus pan-
cake breakfast on Sunday and re-
turned home Tuesday afternoon. 
The couple relished their time away 
and the peaceful solitude to recon-
nect with each other and to spend 
quiet time with the Lord. 

By Terri Weber

Card Shower Set to 
Honor Ebsen on 90th   

The family of Elaine Ebsen re-
quests a card shower to celebrate 
her 90th birthday Tuesday, Novem-
ber 24. Cards may be sent to her at 
1511 Eighth Street South #307, 
Brookings, SD 57006.                 26t1c

Aldania R.C.  
Announces Birth  
of Baby Girl, Ruth 
 

Josseling Aldania R.C. of Milbank 
announced the birth of a baby girl, 
Ruth Aldania on Wednesday, No-
vember 18, 2020, at the Milbank 
hospital. She weighed six pounds 
five ounces and was 19 inches long.

Will Karels, Milbank High School 
junior and state 4-H ambassador, 
coordinated a community engage-
ment project Saturday, November 
21. It provided complimentary meals 
to health care workers at the Mil-
bank Area Hospital Avera and Avan-
tara Milbank to thank them for 
fighting on the front lines during the 
pandemic. “It went really well,” said 
Karels. “We were able to make 200 
meals for the hospital and Avan-
tara.” 

As one of the 20 youth state 4-H 
ambassadors, Karels must host an 
educational engagement. “It’s where 
you teach youth about something 
important,” said Karels. “This year I 
chose to use this project as my event 
and also cater towards high school 
students.” 

Before preparing the meals on Sat-
urday, Karels hosted the educational 
event for fellow students on Friday, 
November 20, at the Milbank High 
School. He led an hour-long session 
to teach them about nutrition, food 
groups, food safety when picking out 
groceries, safe cooking techniques, 
and proper measuring, serving sizes, 
and using kitchen equipment. Karels 
has 10 years of experience in the 4-H 
special foods project. 

The health care workers received a 
meal of chicken tetrazzini with broc-
coli and a cupcake for dessert. The 
cupcakes were made by Karels’ fel-
low county 4-H junior leaders and 
sister Hope Karels. Nine youth vol-
unteers helped decorate the contain-
ers for the ready-to-bake meals with 
appreciation messages, packed the 
meals and delivered them to the hos-
pital and Avantara in Milbank. 

Karels worked with Jake Muellen-
bach, owner of Shady Beach on Big 
Stone Lake, who prepared much of 
the meal. “He cooked the chicken 
and pasta ahead of time, so once we 

got there it was mix things together 
and put them in to-go boxes,” added 
Karels. “It was nice because we could 
still get youth participation without 
needing to be as worried about food 
safety and things.” 

Karels received grants to help fund 
his event. They were sponsored by 
the Catholic United Financial Serv-
ice Grants4good, Thrivent Financial, 
South Dakota 4-H Leaders Associa-
tion, and the Grant County 4-H Jun-
ior Leaders. 

Karels initially planned on doing 
everything himself at the court-
house/4-H office but eventually real-
ized he could serve many more 
people if they worked through a 
restaurant. “We figured we could do 
about 50-75 meals if we did it our-
selves because of time and we didn’t 
have industrial-sized ovens and 
things,” said Karels. 

Karels contacted the hospital and 
Avantara to get a rough number  of 
how much food they were interested 
in getting. “That’s how we got to the 
200-meal mark. Meal preparation 
took about two hours and the major-
ity of the time was spent writing the 
appreciation messages,” said Karels. 
“We wrote messages on each of the 
100 boxes.” 

The administration and cooks at 
both locations were made aware of 
the deliveries. “Because of COVID 
we weren’t able to deliver them to 
each person, so at the hospital we 
just brought them into the kitchen, 
explained how many meals there 
were and the cooks distributed 
them,” explained Karels. “Both the 
cooks and staff at each location were 
very thankful.” 

Some of the meals were geared to-

ward those with special needs such 
as gluten-free, lactose-intolerant and 
food allergies. “I wanted to make 
sure those things were taken care 
of,” added Karels. 

Karels is proud of the level of effi-
ciency for the project. “Sara Koepke 
and I were a bit worried about things 
not going according to plan. But, 
Shady Beach has experience with 
this kind of thing,” added Karels. 
“Quite a bit of the plan was we would 
figure it out on the fly, but it went 
very well with the planning.” 

As a state 4-H ambassador, Karels 
represents South Dakota’s 4-H pro-
gram at many different levels includ-
ing local events and the State Fair. 
“We also have the opportunity to go 
to national 4-H events and summits 
on healthy living and agriculture,” 
added Karels. “We are a group aged 
14-18 and my overall role is a team 
leadership conference ambassador 
which is basically a 4-H camp. I’m a 
group leader and help plan it.” 

Karels is in his second year as a 
state 4-H ambassador. “We had a lit-
tle bit of restructuring last year be-
cause of COVID, but this year we 
had our first meeting in Mitchell re-
cently, which was a lot of fun,” said 
Karels. 

Karels thanked the following indi-
viduals for helping with the event: 
high school students Hope Karels, 
Ellie Neugebauer, Savanna Osowski, 
Matti Scott, Cailey Sime, Amaya 
Street and Maurina Street; adult as-
sistants Sara Koepke (Grant County 
4-H advisor); Susan Karels, and the 
Shady Beach staff including Heidi, 
Jake and Hattie Muellenbach. 

–Logan Karels

Will Karels Coordinates Event to 
Support Local Healthcare Workers

THE YOUTH VOLUNTEER group for Will Karels’ community engagement project delivered meals 
at the Milbank Area Hospital Avera Saturday, November 21. They are, left to right, Ellie Neugebauer, 
Savanna Osowski, Amaya Street, Will Karels, Hope Karels, Cailey Sime, Matti Scott and Maurina Street.

Submitted photo

Now is the time to start planning 
for your 2021 tree planting needs, 
according to Krecia Leddy of the 
Grant County National Resource 
and Conservation Service (NRCS). 
There are many reasons to plant a 
field windbreak or shelterbelt. Trees 
and shrubs protect buildings, feed-
lots and travel areas from drifted 
snow; reduce energy requirements 
for buildings and feed requirements 
for livestock; reduce moisture loss 
through evaporation; reduce poten-
tial crop loss by prevention of lodg-
ing of small grain; potential yield 
increase for crops; provide food and 
cover for wildlife; and beautify the 
countryside. 

There are several different types 
of planting. They include farmstead 
shelterbelts to protect homes, farm 
buildings, yards and livestock from 
wind and snow. These plantings, if 
properly planned, can save money 
on fuel costs for your home and re-
duce maintenance for feeding live-
stock. 

Wildlife shelterbelts are planted 
to add protection and nesting areas 
for wildlife. 

Field windbreaks play an impor-
tant role in protecting cropland 
against soil erosion and reduce 
damage to crops from hot, drying 
winds. The trees will hold drifting 
snow which provides ground cover 
over winter. The added soil mois-
ture helps increase crop yields. 

Living snow fences will reduce 
snow load on roads and save money 
by reducing cost for snow removal. 

Site preparation is very important 
for anyone planning to have trees 
planted next spring, and should 
begin in the fall before planting. 
When the site is well prepared, new 
trees are given a better chance for 
survival. 

Tree plans should be drawn up 
now for planting trees in spring 
2021, so that arrangements can be 
made for the tree order. The earlier 
plans are drafted, the better the 
chances of getting the trees you 
need. 

Now is a good time to take an in-
ventory to determine if there is a 
need to replant any trees that have 
died or been damaged by the ele-
ments. This will help increase the 
longevity of trees and shrubs. 

There are several opportunities 
for planning and planting assistance 
with programs offered through the 
NRCS. The NRCS in South Dakota 
is accepting applications now 
through December 11, 2020 for 
2021 conservation projects.  

Anyone interested in having trees 
planted is encourage to contact the 
Grant County NRCS or the Grant 
County Conservation District at 
432-6570 ext. 3.

Area Residents 
Should Plan for 
Tree Planting 



Eva Peiker of Milbank enjoys em-
broidering because it gives her the 
satisfaction of creating something 
tangible. “I used to do a lot of puzzle 
books, but I didn’t get any satisfac-
tion out of it since I threw them out,” 
she explained. “When I embroider, I 
feel like I’ve accomplished some-
thing. I feel pretty good when I finish 
dish towels because when I get a set 
started, I don’t stop for much.” 

Peiker didn’t have much interest in 
school growing up, but she enjoyed 
embroidering and sewing. She 
learned how to embroider dish tow-
els in seventh grade and continues 
the practice today. “At first it was a 
hobby; I just needed something to 
keep me busy,” said Peiker. “But I 
enjoyed it so I’ve kept up with it. 
When I retired, I just had to be doing 
something because I like to be busy.” 

“When I was in school I didn’t 
make as many dish towels,” Peiker 
said. “But, I think you work more at 
it when you get older and I embroi-
dered more.” 

Peiker’s sisters shared her love of 
embroidering during their child-
hoods. Her mother couldn’t read and 
understand directions, but her oldest 
sister could. “She couldn’t embroider 
without reading because that’s how 
she learned — by reading the instruc-
tions,” explained Peiker. “For me, it 
wasn’t difficult to learn.” 

Each of Peiker’s family members 
have four to five sets of her dish tow-
els. “I supply my kids, grandkids and 
great-grandkids. They all get dish 
towels,” said Peiker. “One of my 
daughters doesn’t like using them be-
cause she thinks they are too pretty. I 
told her, well you’re going to have 
some more now and you will proba-
bly say the same thing about them!” 

When the interviewer asked Peiker 
how many dish towels she’s embroi-
dered in total, she laughed. “Oh my 
gosh, I wish I would’ve kept track of 
how many I made,” she replied, 
laughing with her daughter, Sharon 
Ehlebracht. “I sold them to anybody 
who wanted them. My family all got 
theirs for free, so it was a good deal 
for them.” 

Ehlebracht estimated her mother 
has embroidered at least 500 sets of 
dish towels through the years. Peiker 
has a trunk, cedar chest and large 
totes packed full of dish towels. 
“Some of the patterns are called tea 
towels, but I embroider dish towels. I 
think I had about every pattern that 
they ever made. I want more and I 
hope they come out with some new 
patterns,” said Peiker. “If I like a pat-
tern, I’ll put it on dish towels. My 
kids gave me two large containers 
full of dish towels, so I had some 
work to do.” 

Peiker can typically finish a set of 
dish towels in a week’s time. How-
ever, it can vary with how much work 
is on each specific pattern. “Some are 
just more busy than others and they 
take longer to embroider,” Peiker ex-
plained. 

While embroidering came easy for 
Peiker, she faced challenges. She 
liked to add little ladies to her dish 
towels, but had to appliqué them. To 
appliqué is the process of decorating 
a large piece of fabric with smaller 
pieces of fabric to form patterns. “I 
had four different appliqué patterns 
and it was more difficult than just 
simply embroidering,” noted Peiker. 

Peiker grew tired of the appliqué 
process and decided to embroider the 
patterns on the fabric instead. “Pots, 
pans, dishes and things like that sold 
pretty well with the older ladies, but 
the younger married people wanted 
cats, kittens, dogs, elephants and 
those kinds of things,” said Peiker. “It 
doesn’t matter what pattern you use. 
It’s knowing what brings out the color 
in them, more or less.” 

Peiker also embroidered square 
patterns on quilts that she made for 
family members. “I must have made 
47 quilts in a span of a couple years. I 
wanted all my kids, their kids and my 
grandchildren to have one,” added 
Peiker. “Now I have more young ones 
in the family that I haven’t made 
quilts for. I grew tired of it and went 
to embroidering dish towels only.” 

Peiker, whose maiden name is 
Butzin, is originally from Revillo. Her 
grandparents eventually moved to 
town and her dad took over the fam-
ily farm. “I grew up with two broth-
ers and four sisters,” noted Peiker. 
“One of my brothers still lives on the 
farmplace where I was born.” 

Peiker didn’t continue her educa-
tion after the eighth grade. “The 
funny part is, I don’t even mind ad-
mitting that I didn’t like school grow-
ing up,” Peiker added. “I think when 
I hit 40, I probably would’ve liked to 
go to school again because there was 
so much I wanted to do.” 

Peiker began her working career 
with a job in a small cafe. But it was-
n’t right for her because she became 
a nervous wreck. “I think I worked 
about three days and the owner 
begged me to stay because I was like 
she used to be — in a shell. She told 

me I have to get out of the shell,” said 
Peiker. “I wasn’t giving plates to the 
right people and I was just a total 
mess.” 

The local hospital was in need of 
help, so Peiker applied. She worked 
in hospitals and nursing homes for 
eight years. Then Peiker cleaned 
homes for people for a time. 

She married Elgie Peiker in May of 
1946, and the couple had five chil-
dren — Pat, Jean, Dave, Sharon and 
Dan. Peiker also has 11 grandchil-
dren, 15 great-grandchildren and 
three great-great-grandchildren. 

Peiker’s husband passed away 
from a heart attack in 1989 and she 
moved to Oregon to live near her 
daughter for 27 years. “They lived 
there because her husband loved to 
fish, so he was on the water a lot,” 
said Peiker. “I came home every so 

often and finally decided I was com-
ing back to the area to stay.” 

Peiker’s granddaughter often tells 
her that she should write a book be-
cause her life is fascinating. She at-
tended church conventions every 
summer before school started. “We 
had great, big tents and held large 
gatherings. We had gas lanterns as 
there was no electricity back then,” 
said Peiker. “We’d have church there 
for a week and then move on. We 
started in Wilmot and they moved on 
to Pierre, but we didn’t go because 
we didn’t have a car fit for the 
trip. No one knows about these gath-
erings because I’m older than most 
anyone living I guess.” 

Peiker recalled harsh winters in 
her childhood. She and her siblings 
rarely went anywhere that wasn’t 
school. They had to hitch a horse and 

wagon to reach the country school 
because the snow was seven feet 
deep in the driveway. “We had to 
make a different road around the 
fence and we covered up with quilts 
on our way to the country school,” 
explained Peiker. “We were lucky; it 
was about a fourth of a mile to walk 
to school when it was nice out. That 
was the only school I went to.” 

Peiker taught one of her grand-
daughters to embroider and was sur-
prised at the job the first-timer did. 
“I used to visit her and she didn’t 
seem interested in anything. I 
thought she was bored, so I wanted 
to show her how to embroider,” ex-
plained Peiker. “She was an expert 
and caught on immediately.” Peiker’s 
skill will live on with her grand-
daughter. 

–Logan Karels
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Hospital: 605-432-4538   •  Clinic: 605-432-4587  •  Avera.org/milbank

At Milbank Area Hospital Avera and Avera Medical Group Milbank, 
we’re making a positive impact in the lives and health of our community. 

M O N T H L Y  S E R V I C E S  A N D  E V E N T S  C A L E N D A R

• O U T R E A C H  S E R V I C E S

• S A T E L L I T E  C L I N I C S

Audiology 
Dr. Decker 800-456-2109 
   – Dec. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30
Kurt Reder 877-886-4104 – Dec. 19

Cardiology 
Dr. Carpenter 605-432-4587 – Dec. 3  
Dr. Rand 605-432-4587 – no outreach 

Dermatology 
Dr. Smith 605-882-7800 – Dec.7

Dietary Consulting 
Shelby Johnson 605-432-4587 – Dec. 17

Ear, Nose, Throat 
Dr. Dorrity 605-432-4587 – Dec. 14

General Surgery 
Dr. Schaeffer – Dec. 1, 15
Dr. Gerrish – Dec. 10, 17

Nephrology 
Dr. Huber 605-432-4587 – Dec. 2 

Oncology/Hematology 
Dr. Amin 605-882-6800 – no outreach 
Dr. Conklin 605-622-5613 
   – Available via Telemedicine

Opthalmology 
Vance Thompson Vision – Dec. 14, 15 

Orthopedics 
Dr. Rieber 605-882-2630 – Dec. 9, 23   
Dr. Mantone 605-226-2663 – Dec. 3, 17

Podiatry 
Dr. Torness 605-886-8482 – Dec. 11

Urology 
Dr. Adducci 605-882-6810 – Dec. 16  

Big Stone City – 605-862-7999 

Revillo – 605-623-4695 

Waubay – 605-947-3422 

Wilmot – 605-938-4351

Eva Peiker Keeps Her Mind 
and Fingers Nimble at 96

EVA PEIKER, pictured above, displays several examples of 
dish towels she embroidered recently. She believes she has about 
every pattern ever made for dish towel embroidery, and hopes 
more patterns come out for her to try.

Logan Karels | Grant County Review

Saddle Pals 
Members of the Saddle Pals 4-H 

group met via Zoom on Thursday, 
November 19, at 6:30 p.m. 

Old business included a reminder 
for members to complete the re-en-
rollment process using their current 
logins. Anyone in need of assistance  
should contact the 4-H office. 

New business included the Parade 
of Lights Saturday, November 28. 
Mindy has the float ready. The 
theme is Slide into 4-H. Anyone 
wanting to participate should con-
tact Hilary Schwagel. Members are 
asked to wear a 4-H shirt. Members 
will meet at the courthouse on No-
vember 28 at 4:30 p.m. Anyone in 
quarantine should stay in quaran-
tine and not participate in the pa-
rade because of the pandemic. 

The Festival of Trees has started. 
Members will decorate a tree at the 
Grant County Courthouse on Mon-
day, November 23, at 3:30 p.m. 
Members are asked to wear a mask 
and bring supplies for dogs/cats etc. 
The theme this year is Christmas 
Has Gone to the Pets. 

Next meeting date will be Decem-
ber 18 at 6:30 p.m. at the 4-H 
grounds. Club members will be 
doing a potluck. Members should 
not bring baked goods, only store-
bought food at this time because of 
the surge in Covid 19. Social distanc-
ing will be encouraged. Members are 
asked to bring a $5 gift for gift ex-
change.  
Junior Busy Bees 

The Junior Busy Bees 4-H club 
members met Sunday, November 
22, in the courthouse basement.  
Vice President Hope Karels called 
the meeting to order. Roll call was 
answered by 10 members. New 
members welcomed were Bennett 
Schwandt (Cloverbud) and Tristan 
Hooth. 

Members received their 4-H 
books back and their Recognition 
Event pins and premiums. Members 
were reminded to enroll at 4-H on-
line. 

Members voted to purchase two 
Angel Tree gifts this year. Darin 
Hagen and Kylynn will purchase 
each of the gifts. Members discussed 
the annual Christmas party which 
will be Tuesday, December 29, at 10 
a.m. in the courthouse basement.  
The Karels family will serve lunch. 
The meeting was adjourned. 

Talks were given by Cailey Sime 
on making a Vikings wreath and six 
rabbit breeds; William Karels on 4-

H ambassador engagement project, 
and Darin Hagen on making Christ-
mas garland. 

Members present completed the 
ornaments for the 2020 courthouse 
Christmas tree. The tree will be dec-
orated Monday, November 23, at 
4:30 p.m. Nadia Thue will decorate 
two boxes to be placed under the 
tree for the collected items. 

Lunch was served by Brock and 
Cailey Sime.  

Northern Lights 
The Northern Lights 4-H club 

meeting was called to order at Peace 
Lutheran Church November 8 at 2 
p.m. by President Logan Meyer. The 
meeting was hosted by the Blauert 
family. Connor Wiik led the Pledge 
of Allegiance and the 4-H pledge 
was led by Casside Seezs. Roll call 
topic was club goals. Ten members 
were present with two visitors.  

Connor Wiik read the secretary’s 
minutes. Vice president Casside 
Seezs read the treasurer’s and re-
porter’s report. The two visitors, 
Elsie and Bayler Peterson, were in-
troduced by their brother, Ryder, 
and were approved as new Clover-
bud members of the club.  

The Angel Tree gift pickup is 
planned for Thursday, December 10,  
at 3:10 p.m. A theme was decided 
for the club Festival of Trees entry. 
Casside Seezs made the motion to 
spend $40 on the decorations for 
the tree and will shop for those sup-
plies. Food items will also be col-
lected for the food pantry. 

Club members will make turkey 
cookies Sunday, November 22, at 
5:30 p.m. for the Community 
Thanksgiving dinner at Emanuel 
Lutheran Church and decorate their 
tree at the courthouse.   

Bill Steinlicht gave a leader report 
about plans for the Shooting Sports 
season and updates on the new 4-H 
building. The club calendar was set 
with tentative meeting dates and 
times for the entire 4-H year.   

The next regular meeting date will 
be January 10, 2021 at 2 p.m., at 
Peace Lutheran Church with a roll 
call topic of favorite Christmas song.  
Meeting was adjourned.  

Casside Seezs gave a demonstra-
tion about Veteran’s Day facts. Bry-
ton Blauert gave a demonstration on 
how to make a pet emergency kit. 
After the meeting, food items were 
collected for the Grant County Food 
Pantry and delivered to the court-
house. 

Milbank’s Wiese  
Second at Warrior 
Oral Interp Meet 
 

Peyten Wiese of the Milbank Area 
oral interp team placed second in 
the Sioux Falls Washington Warrior 
tournament on Friday, November 
20. She earned first place rankings 
in her rounds in non-original ora-
tory, and placed just one speaker 
point behind the first place speaker 
from Sioux Falls O’Gorman. 
Recorded performances were sub-
mitted for judging. 

Hailey Hupke finished eighth in 
storytelling at the event and Wiese 
teamed up with Hailey Hupke in 
varsity duo where they placed ninth. 

Also earning team points for Mil-
bank were Mackenzie Michels, var-
sity drama; Heidi Meyer and 
Jacquie Wold, humor; Brooke 
Schwagel, novice drama; Ivy Lewno, 
poetry, and Michels, Aiden Boerger 
Meyer, Addy  Hoke, Hupke and 
Wiese in Readers Theatre. 

The oral interp team members 
also recorded their Region 4A per-
formance which were submitted for 
judging. The results will be released 
today (Wednesday, November 25).

Correction 
 

There was an error in the Milbank 
High School honor roll printed in 
the November 11 issue. Drake 
Rogers should have been included 
in the listing of students who have 
achieved a 3.5 to 3.99 grade point 
average.  
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The Blake and Rachel Schmieg 
family of Big Stone City have earned 
third place in the fifth annual 
#WhoPowersYou contest sponsored 
by Whetstone Valley Electric Coop-
erative, Inc., (WVEC) in partnership 
with Touchstone Energy® Coopera-
tives. WVEC is headquartered in 
Milbank. 

The Schmiegs were recognized for 
being exemplary members of their 
community and generous partici-
pants in the foster care program. In 
addition to being nationally recog-

nized, the Schmieg family will be 
awarded $1,500 for their cause. The 
Schmiegs have been foster parents 
since 2016 and have fostered at least 
12 kids over the years. 

The Schmiegs also helped change 
an outdated South Dakota adoption 
law to help provide young adults 
with certain circumstances a chance 
to belong to a loving and lifetime 
support family.  

Touchstone Energy Cooperatives 
launched #WhoPowersYou in 2016 
to celebrate the power of human 

connections. Additional prizes are 
awarded for grand prize, second 
place and honorable mention. 

The annual contest invites co-op 
members and employees across the 
country to nominate local heroes 
making a difference in their commu-
nities. An independent panel of 
judges selects the winners based 
upon the positive impact they make 
on their community and the creativ-
ity of the entry.

IN RECOGNITION FOR their work in the foster care program, the Rachel and Blake Schmieg family 
of Big Stone City received third place in the Touchstone Energy Cooperatives’s #WhoPowersYou Con-
test. Family members are, back row, left to right, Caden, Tanen, Rachel and Sadie. Middle, Jensen, Eva 
and Blake. Front, seated, Kaliyah and Suryianna.

Blake, Rachel Schmieg Winners in Electric  
Cooperative’s #WhoPowersYou Contest

Submitted Photo

COVID-19 Stats  
    As reported on the South Dakota Department of Health website, statistics for 
COVID-19 are: 
                                        Tuesday,              Tuesday,              Tuesday,  
                                    November 24     November 17     November 10 
Positive cases                  74,859                      67,284                     57,334 
Negative cases                 240,935                   231,075                    223,365 
Active cases                      16,657                       18,624                      16,595 
Deaths                               821                            644                           540 
Ever hospitalized            4,193                         3,269                        3,277 
Currently hospitalized   574                            582                           607 
Recovered                        57,831                       48,016                      40,199 
Grant County                   565 (408 rec.)         488 (350 rec.)        402 (293 rec.) 
Day County                       331 (222 rec.)          279 (180 rec.)         211 (157 rec.) 
Roberts County               667 (482 rec.)         577 (399 rec.)         495 (333 rec.) 
Deuel County                   287 (223 rec.)         261 (204 rec.)         230 (175 rec.) 
Codington County          2,500 (1,983 rec.)  2,289 (1,716 rec.)   2,024 (1,447 rec.) 
Big Stone County, MN   277                            243                           217

Defendant Sentenced 
to State Penitentiary 
In Third Circuit Court 
 

Calvin Mokros was sentenced to 
seven years in the South Dakota 
State Penitentiary with two years 
suspended in Third Circuit Court in 
Milbank on Tuesday, November 24. 
The charge was driving under the 
influence, his ninth total conviction 
of the charge. 

Mark Reedstrom, Grant County 
state’s attorney, recommended a 
state penitentiary sentence of 60 
months because of the sheer num-
ber of the defendant’s prior convic-
tions. 

Mokros was defended by Scott 
Bratland, who asked for a sus-
pended execution of sentence so the 
defendant can keep his home and 
job. “I do everything I can, and my 
past isn’t indicative of me now,” said 
Mokros. “I hope the court can see 
that and let me keep working and 
get my life back on track.” 

Judge Dawn Elshere stated that 
Mokros clearly has an issue with al-
cohol and often drives when drink-
ing. “You are a danger to the 
public,” Judge Elshere said. She 
sentenced Mokros to seven years in 
the state penitentiary with two years 
suspended on the condition he fol-
lows the terms of his parole, pay 
court costs and fines, be law abid-
ing, and pay restitution for blood 
tests. 

Judge Elshere also revoked 
Mokros’ driving privileges for three 
years upon his release from the state 
penitentiary.

The Milbank Police Department 
reported one recent accident, which 
occurred on Saturday, November 
14, at 3:20 p.m. in the parking lot at 
Casey’s adjacent to US Highway 12 
in Milbank. Kevin L. Krage of San 
Fransisco, CA, pulled his 2012 BMW 
X5 alongside the gas pumps. He re-
versed to find the premium gas 
pump and collided with the far east 
pump station. The damage to 
Krage’s vehicle was estimated at 
$2,100. There was no estimate of 
damage to the gas pump.  

The Grant County sheriff’s office 
reported three recent accidents. Ser-
gio Ricardo Gomez of Big Stone City 
was traveling west on Thursday, Oc-
tober 22, at 7:20 a.m. He was near 
mile marker 398 when he encoun-
tered an icy bridge deck and lost 
control of the 2000 Ford Ranger he 
was driving and slid into the south 
guard rail. The vehicle flipped onto 
the roof and slid into the north lane. 
The estimate of damages to the 
pickup owned by Flat Rate was 
$500.  

Eliu Gonzalez of Pearland/Brazo-
ria, TX, was driving a 2020 Ford 
F250 east on US Highway 12, near 
mile marker 369, when a deer en-
tered the roadway. Gonzalez’ pickup 
hit the deer and sustained an esti-
mated $5,000 in damages. The acci-
dent happened on Saturday, 
October 31, at 5:45 p.m. 

Tanner Kohn of Milbank was 
driving a 1999 Chevrolet Silverado 
K1500, towing an empty six-foot by 
12-foot enclosed trailer on Sunday, 
November 8. At 9:50 a.m., as he 
traveled west on 161st Street, near 
the intersection with 472nd Avenue, 
severe crosswinds contributed to the 
trailer becoming detached from the 
pickup. The trailer rolled into the 
ditch, resulting in severe damage to 
the trailer. Minor damage was 
caused to the bumper of the pickup. 
The damages to the pickup and 
trailer were estimated at $2,000. 

The Milbank Fire Department re-
vised its traditional turkey bingo for 
2020 to a no-contact event by sell-
ing tickets for chances to win gro-
ceries and turkeys. The community 
supported this change and enough 
tickets were sold to allow for the 
drawing of 40 prizes. 

“We continue to be amazed at the 
graciousness and support of our 
community and we thank you,” said 
Kevin Schuelke, Milbank fire chief. 

Winners included the following: 
Grocery winners – Heidi Sinclair, 

$200; Scott Wiese, $100, and Mi-
randa Cantine, $50. 

Turkey winners – Brenda Weber, 

Andrea Schuelke, Angie Boerger, 
Debra Ries, Mike Hook, Jessel Sten-
gel, Diane Berkner, Ken Homan, 
Randy Stuckey, Clayton Tucholke, 
Carla Krause, Sue Stengel, Judy Pe-
terson, Steph Trevett, Dick Skaarer, 
Dan Loehrer, Claire Schwandt, Gary 
Krause, Kevin Roggenbuck, Schayne 
Linngren, Florrie Smith, Angie 
Weber, Ken Hermans, Vern Heupel, 
Angela Lambrechts, Kim Ehle-
bracht, Doug Aden, Coester-
Schwandt law, Kim Ehlebracht, 
Omar Halvorson, Ruth Fish, Randy 
Folk, Joyce Johnson, Susan Cramer, 
Duane Steege, Gloria Crist and 
Brandon Koch.

Winners Named in Milbank Fire 
Department Turkey Drawings

Plastic Spoon Christmas Tree 
These are inexpensive to make 

and you can let your imagination go 
wild on the decorating. 
• Christmas tree form 
• plastic spoons 
• spray paint 
• hot glue 

Step 1 
Cut the tops off spoons. Trying to 

break them off will result in lots of 
splitting.  

Step 2 
Spray paint the spoon tops with the 

color or colors of your choice. 
Step 3 

When spoons are dry, begin glu-
ing them on the tree form with hot 
glue. 

Step 4 
Vary spacing on layers so spoons 

are alternated. 
Step 5 

They can be left as is or decorate 
with any embellishments you desire. 

Craft Corner

The feeling remains  

that God is on the  

journey, too.  

Saint Teresa of Avila

I thought casual Friday 

meant I could  

drink wine at work.  

No? My bad.



It’s a very busy time for the NBA 
offseason as the 2020 NBA draft 
started last Wednesday night and 
the trading and free agency periods 
opened. Contenders and playoff 
hopefuls alike scrambled to make 
trades and sign free agents to im-
prove their rosters. 

The Phoenix Suns acquired vet-
eran point guard Chris Paul. The 
Oklahoma City Thunder sent Paul 
and Abdel Nader to the Suns for 
Kelly Oubre Jr., Ricky Rubio, Ty 
Jerome, Jalen Lecque and a 2022 
first-round draft pick. Pairing Paul 
with the Suns’ young core of Devin 
Booker and Deandre Ayton could 
potentially vault them into the play-
offs. 

Houston Rockets’ stars, James 
Harden and Russell Westbrook, ex-
pressed concern about the direction 
of the franchise in the wake of the 
departures of head coach Mike 
D’Antoni and general manager Daryl 
Morey, according to ESPN’s Adrian 
“Woj” Wojnarowski and Tim 
MacMahon. Houston traded Robert 
Covington to the Portland Trail Blaz-
ers for Trevor Ariza and 2020 and 
2021 first-round picks and signed 
Christian Wood to a three-year deal. 

The defending-champion Los An-
geles Lakers acquired point guard 
Dennis Schröder from Oklahoma 
City in exchange for Danny Green 
and the draft rights to Jaden Mc-
Daniels. 

The Philadelphia 76ers dealt vet-
eran Al Horford to Oklahoma City 
for Danny Green, Terrance Fergu-
son, a protected 2025 first-round 
pick, a 2020 first-round pick and the 
rights to Vasilije Micic. Morey, the 
new general manager of the Sixers, 
off-loaded Horford’s massive con-
tract and will likely try to acquire 
more pieces. 

The Dallas Mavericks sent Seth 
Curry to Philadelphia for Josh 
Richardson and the No. 36 pick in 
last Wednesday’s draft. Dallas gets a 
psuedo-veteran in Richardson and 
the Sixers acquired a lights-out three 
point shooter to space the floor for 
stars Joel Embiid and Ben Simmons. 

The Milwaukee Bucks acquired 
two-way point guard Jrue Holiday 
from the New Orleans Pelicans for 
Eric Bledsoe, George Hill, three fu-
ture first-round picks and two pick 
swaps. The Bucks found a third star 
to pair with superstar Giannis Ante-
tokounmpo and Khris Middleton to 
potentially make a finals run. 

However, the package Milwaukee 
gave up for Holiday was similar to 
what the Lakers sent New Orleans 
for Davis, one of the five best players 
in the league. Holiday probably 
comes in at the top 30 of players. It 
was surely an overpay, but the Bucks 
were all but forced to in order to sign 
Antetokounmpo to a super-max deal 
and keep him in Milwaukee. The 
question remains if he will or not. 

The NBA’s 2020 free agency pe-
riod opened last Friday evening. 
While this year’s class of free agents 

doesn’t have the same star power as 
last year, there were still some good 
players available on the market. Free 
agents with player options for 2020-
2021 include Davis, Gordon Hay-
ward, DeMar DeRozan, Andre 
Drummond and Jerami Grant. How-
ever, Hayward opted out of his con-
tract with the Boston Celtics and will 
enter unrestricted free agency in 
search of a bigger contract and role. 

Fred VanVleet agreed to a four-
year, $85 million deal to return to 
the Toronto Raptors and Hayward 
left Boston for a four-year, $120 mil-
lion deal with the Charlotte Hornets. 
The deal for Hayward is certainly an 
overpay, as he is unfortunately no 
longer that caliber of player due to 
injuries. 

Boston signed center Tristan 
Thompson to a two-year deal and 
guard Jeff Teague to a one-year deal. 
Rajon Rondo, a key piece to the Lak-
ers’ 2019-2020 NBA title run, left 
Los Angeles for a two-year deal with 
the Atlanta Hawks. The Hawks also 
signed Bogdan Bogdanovic to a four-
year, $72 million contract and 
Danilo Gallinari to a three-year, 
$61.5 million contract. 

The Lakers re-signed Kentavious 

Caldwell-Pope to a three-year, $40 
million deal. L.A. also traded JaVale 
McGee and a second-round pick to 
the Cleveland Cavaliers. The move 
opened up room for the Lakers to 
sign veteran center Marc Gasol on a 
two-year deal. 

The Lakers stole Montrezl Harrell 
from their hometown rivals, the 
Clippers, with a two-year, $19 mil-
lion deal. Harrell is the reigning 
Sixth Man of the Year, and won the 
award over Schröder, his new team-
mate. The Lakers also added Wesley 
Matthews with a one-year deal, a 
solid “three and D” player. 

The Lakers were in need of an elite 
scoring guard and playmaker to 
compliment the superstar duo of for-
wards LeBron James and Davis. 
Schröder fits perfectly into that role. 
The Lakers got much better on 
paper, and, in my opinion, the trade 
and signings make them favorites to 
repeat as NBA champions. 

The Clippers retained Marcus 
Morris Sr. with a four-year, $64 mil-
lion deal. They also added Serge 
Ibaka on a two-year, $19 million 
deal to re-join former teammate 
Kawhi Leonard. 

Other moves made include Davis 

Bertans agreeing to a five year, $80 
million deal to return to the Wash-
ington Wizards; Goran Dragic and 
Meyers Leonard re-signing with the 
Miami Heat; Jordan Clarkson, four-
year deal to return to the Utah Jazz; 
Joe Harris, four-year deal to return 
to the Brooklyn Nets; Derrick Favors 
signed a three-year deal with Utah, 
and Dwight Howard agreed to a one-
year deal with Philadelphia. 

Rodney Hood re-signed with the 
Portland Trail Blazers on a two-year 
deal; Malik Beasley stayed in Min-
nesota on a four-year deal; Grant 
signed with Detroit on a three-year 
deal; Avery Bradley signed a two-
year deal with Miami; Jae Crowder, 
a three-year deal with the Suns; 
Carmelo Anthony returned to Port-
land on a one-year deal, and Kent 
Bazemore signed a one-year deal 
with the Golden State Warriors. 

De’Aaron Fox was extended by the 
Sacramento Kings with a five-year, 
$163 million deal; Utah retained star 
Donovan Mitchell with a five-year, 
$195 million max extension, and 
Celtics star Jayson Tatum was ex-
tended by the team with a five-year, 
$195 million contract. 

There has been many more moves 
since free agency opened and its 
starting to become difficult to keep 
up with. The upcoming 2020-2021 
season is going to be very excited 
and it will be interesting to see 
which teams made the right signings 
and trades.

THE MILBANK GIRLS TENNIS TEAM held an awards ceremony Thursday, November 12, at Mil-
bank High School. Pictured are the Major M recipients, left to right, Aubree Fraasch, Alexis Ninneman, 
Halli Essington, Jenna Johnson, Hattie Muellenbach, Hope Karels and Marion Mischel. Seniors Ess-
ington and Johnson were selected to the All-State Academic team. Fraasch received the most improved 
award; Ninneman, leadership award; Essington, senior and most dedicated awards; Johnson, senior 
and quickest feet awards; Muellenbach, sportsmanship award; Karels, hustle award, and Mischel, cra-
ziest net play.

Submitted Photo

Five Social Security Myths  
Social Security is likely to play an 

integral role in your retirement in-
come plan. Yet too many people 
aren’t as familiar with the complexi-
ties of the program as they should be. 
There are a number of false percep-
tions about what to expect when the 
time comes to start collecting bene-
fits. Here are five common myths out 
there and the real story behind each 
of them.  

Myth #1 – I have to start collecting 
Social Security at age 62. The reality 
is that you can begin collecting at any 
point between your 62nd birthday 
and your 70th birthday. The earlier 
you start, the lower your monthly 
benefit will be. But you are free to se-
lect any time within that eight-year 
window to “turn on” the Social Secu-
rity spigot.  

Myth #2 – If I collect with lower 
benefits at age 62, I’ll see a step-up in 
my benefit when I reach full retire-
ment age. This is not true. Depending 
on your year of birth, full retirement 
age as defined by Social Security is 
between ages 66 and 67. The benefit 
you are estimated to receive at full re-
tirement age is the basis for deter-
mining how much higher or lower 
your monthly benefit will be depend-
ing on the actual age (between 62 and 
70) that you begin to collect. If you 
start at age 62, your benefit will be 
approximately 25% lower than it 
would be at full retirement age. Bene-
fits will remain at a reduced level 
throughout your life. 

Myth #3 – If I’m divorced, I can’t 
collect a spousal benefit. In many 
cases, a divorced spouse can collect 
benefits based on the earnings of an 

ex-spouse. If you are 62 or older but 
were married to that spouse for at 
least 10 years, you can claim a 
spousal benefit if it would be higher 
than your own. If you remarry, you 
are no longer eligible to claim a 
spousal benefit based on your ex-
spouse’s earnings. 

Myth #4 – I’ll pay more into Social 
Security than I’ll get out of it. This is 
only true if you live a short life in re-
tirement. It is one of the potential 
tradeoffs for having the security of a 
reliable source of inflation- adjusted 
income throughout your life, no mat-
ter how long you live. What’s more, 
the longer you collect, the more likely 
it is that you’ll receive more in bene-
fits than you paid in. If you are the 
highest-earning spouse in your mar-
riage and pass away first, your spouse 
will continue to collect your benefit 
(instead of their own) through the 
rest of their life. 

Myth #5 – Social Security is going 
bankrupt. This common phrase is not 
about the entire program, but about 
what is known as the Social Security 
Trust Fund. The trust fund has grown 
over the life of Social Security until 
recently. It is a reserve amount repre-
senting the excess of Social Security 
taxes collected each year that did not 
need to be paid out in current bene-
fits. Until recently, the trust fund was 
growing, but now it is beginning to be 
drawn down. Projections suggest it 
may be depleted by 2035. But Social 
Security itself will not go bankrupt. 
Under existing tax structures, billions 
of dollars will continue to come into 
the program each year to fund ongo-
ing benefits. Congress also may take 
action to strengthen the trust fund.
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Milbank Debate Season 
Continues with 
Virtual Performances 
 

The Milbank Area High School 
debate teams participated in two 
virtual tournaments this week. 

Max Lightfield and Aiden Ludvig-
son won three out of five rounds to 
earn third place in the 14-team jun-
ior varsity public forum at the Sioux 
Falls Washington Warrior tourna-
ment Saturday, November 21. 
Brooke Schwagel and Ivy Lewno 
had one win and four losses at the 
tournament while Lydia Street and 
Camila Monroy Bello had two wins 
and three losses. All teams com-
peted at least once with an out-of-
state team. 

Raul Berrones and Camila Mon-
roy Bello teamed up for a novice 
tournament on Tuesday, November 
17. The event was organized by 
Travis Dahle of Washington High 
School and Kerry Konda from Ab-
erdeen. It was a new pairing be-
cause other debaters were out 
because of Covid and a bout with 
the flu. Despite not practicing to-
gether and running an unfamiliar 
case, they posted a 1-2 record in the 
novice tournament. Schwagel and 
Lewno won their first round and 
had a 1-2 record for the day. 

“Kudos to those who participated 
from home – they made it work. 
They use their phones to talk to 
each other and computers to com-
pete,” said Kathy Tyler, head coach. 
“It’s been an interesting year so far!  
I commend the debaters for their 
hard work and persistence in using 
and learning the technology. I also 
want to thank the debate coaches 
from the schools sponsoring the 
tournaments for keeping the debate 
season going using the on-line tech-
nology.  They’ve gone over and 
above to learn and use whatever 
technology is needed to maintain a 
debate season.”



The Milbank Area gymnastics 
team returns to competition with a 
dual meet Tuesday, December 1, at 
Sisseton, and will be looking to its 
lone senior, Greta Snaza, to provide 
leadership. The Lady Bulldogs repre-
sent many towns and are in their 
fourth year co-op with Ortonville, 
MN, and third year co-op with Clin-
ton-Graceville-Beardsley, MN. 

Amber Fraasch is entering her 
sixth year as head coach. Her assis-
tants are Karla DeVaal, Amy Ya-
maura and Kelly Wollschlager. 

“With a strong returning line-up, 
we are looking forward to a success-
ful season. The girls have been work-
ing on new skills and skill 
combinations that will add value to 
their routines,” said Fraasch. “Being 
confident and consistent performing 
their routines in competition is again 
listed on their individual goal 
sheets.” 

The Lady Bulldogs have just one 
meet scheduled at home this season. 
The Milbank Invitational will be Sat-
urday, December 19, at the Milbank 
High School. 

Milbank earned a fifth-place finish 
at the state tournament last year and 
had an overall record of 42-28 (16-4 
within the conference). Fraasch’s 
goal is to finish with a better team 
finish at state this year. “We want to 
again get all varsity competing gym-
nasts to qualify for the state individ-
ual competition and increase our 
number of top 15 individual finishes 
is another team goal of ours,” said 
Fraasch. 

Snaza is a four-year returning var-
sity letter winner who made her var-
sity appearance as an alternate in 
the eighth grade. “She led the team 
last season with the most points in 
the all-around, vault and beam, and 
had the highest vault score. We look 
for Greta to show off her amazing 
combination of speed, strength and 
flexibility in her gymnastics per-
formances,” Fraasch. 

Juniors Madison Mathews and 
Dani Yamaura will help provide 
leadership to the team. “Madison 
competed varsity bars and floor and 
qualified for the state meet on these 

events the past two years. She is 
known for her clean execution,” said 
Fraasch. “We are looking to see her 
increase her skill level and consis-
tency while breaking into the varsity 
level on vault and beam this year.” 

Yamaura was an all-around varsity 
letter winner the past three years. 
She had the highest all-around, 
beam and floor scores for the team 
last year and qualified for state in all 
events. She finished the season with 
three top-20 finishes at state on 
beam, floor and all-around. “She has 
been on varsity since seventh grade 
and we will be looking to her to con-
tinue her consistent high quality per-
formances,” added Fraasch.  

Other returning varsity players are 
sophomore Rylie Overby and fresh-
man Aubrey Fraasch. Other gym-
nasts vying for varsity spots are 
sophomore Zoe Theis, freshman 
Amara McLain, and eighth grader 
Hannah Brown. 

Letter winners lost to graduation 
include Maddie Gustafson, Tori 
Hooth and Lindsey Hartman. 

Other gymnasts filling out the ros-
ter include eighth graders Johana 
Jimenez, Ava Lovgren and Gemma 
Street. 

Although the team lost two strong 
vaulters last year, Fraasch believes 
they have a good returning group 
this season. There are also three 
members returning to the beam 
event. “Our goal on bars is to clean 
up our skills in order to add value 
and increase our scores,” said 
Fraasch. “We also want to have a 
line-up that has full difficulty, event 
requirements and bonus on the floor 
exercise.” 

Fraasch noted the theme of the 
team’s season is to “Expect the Un-
expected,” as with the pandemic, 
things could change at any time. 
“The team that adapts to the chang-
ing rules and requirements and ad-
justs to the constant changes with 
the least amount of disruption will 
be the team that comes out ahead. 
One of our goals each year is to re-
main healthy throughout the sea-
son,” said Fraasch. “This season, we 
don’t just want to stay injury-free, 
we want to stay out of quarantine as 
well, which would mean two weeks 
without practice and missed meets.” 

Fraasch and the team are prepar-
ing for COVID-19 to affect their 
numbers. The team lost gymnasts 
who are ineligible for activities be-
cause they are distant learning and 
others who chose not to participate 
because of the pandemic. “We are 
seeing lower numbers across the 
state and we are working to keep 
safety a priority in the gym which 
now includes social distancing, regu-
lar equipment cleaning and contin-
ued personal hygiene,” explained 

Fraasch. “The situation requires the 
gymnasts to get their own chalk 
bucket, chalk, clippers and grip 
water bottle and brush.” 

Fraasch sees strong competition in 
the northeast corner of the state with 
Deuel as the favorite to take both the 
Northeast Conference and state 
Class A titles again this season. 
Other teams to watch include Park-
ston-Ethan-Hanson, Estelline-Hen-
dricks and Madison. “Region 1A had 
four of the top five teams in the state 
and we will likely see this again this 
year,” noted Fraasch. 

According to the South Dakota 
High School Activities Association 
website, the Lady Bulldogs’ schedule 
is as follows: 

December 1 — Triangular at Sisse-
ton, 5:30 p.m. 

December 12 — Aberdeen Central 
Invitational at Aberdeen, 12:00 p.m. 

December 15 — Britton Hecla Invi-
tational at Britton, 6:00 p.m. 

December 19 — Milbank Invita-
tional at home, 11:00 a.m. 

January 2 — Sisseton Invitational 
at Sisseton, 11:00 a.m. 

January 7 —Triangular at Morris, 
MN, 6:00 p.m. 

January 16 — Madison Invita-
tional at Madison, 12:00 p.m. 

January 21 — Deuel junior varsity 
Invitational at Clear Lake, 6:00 p.m. 

January 23 — Watertown Invita-
tional at Watertown, 12:00 p.m. 

January 30 — Deuel Invitational 
at Clear Lake, 12:00 p.m. 

February 4 — Region 1A at Clear 
Lake, 6:00 p.m. 

February 12-13 — State tourna-
ment at Watertown.

Lady Bulldog Gymnastics Team  
Embraces the Unexpected This Year

SENIOR Greta Snaza
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Week 5  
300 League Results 

      Archer                 Score    Xs 
Clay Kannas                  265      16 
Mike Klatt                      215        5 
Timothy Koch                298      37 
Keith McKenney            287      23 
Kraig Prisinger              261        8 
Chuck Werner                268        8 
Matt Whitney                 272      11 

Perfect score is 300 with 60Xs 
Vegas League Results 

      Archer                 Score    Xs 
Josh Anderson               441      21 
David Cizadlo                 434      20 
Josh Humberg                406        7 
Timothy Koch                424      11 
Dwight Peschong           385        4 
Arnie Veen                     431      17 

Perfect score is 450 with 45Xs 
Family League Results 

      Archer                 Score    Xs 
Team 1 

Derek Athey                   271        6 
Talia Athey                    273      16 
Dewey Athey                  270      25 

Team 2 
Kelly Goehring               247        4 
Ty Kettwig                     258        5 

Team 3 
Steve Whitlow                280      15 
Sophia Whitlow             266      17 

Team 4 
Hilary Schwagel            278      22 
Cassidy Schwagel          286      14 

Team 5 
Timothy Koch                286      35 
Ezra Koch                       228        5 

Team 6 
Ashlie Veen                    257        8 
Bailey Nolting                280      16 
Bergen Nolting              264      15 

Team 7 
Damian Pillatzki           269        9 
Devon Boots                   267      12 

Team 8 
Derek Pillatzki               279      24 
Dru Boots                       212        5 

Team 9 
Hope Pekelder                261        7 
Will Pekelder                 287      27 
Jamie Pekelder              271      13 

Team 10 
Katie Mogen                   276      13 
Seth Olson                        86        1 

Perfect score is 300 with 60Xs

Bent Arrow  
League Results

MILBANK AREA BULLDOG football players earning awards at the annual football awards cere-
mony Tuesday, November 17, were, left to right, Barrett Schneck, Karson Weber, Bennett Schwenn, 
Jace Rufer, Marshall Voeltz, Maddox Hanson, Kaden Krause, and Toby Schneck. The ceremony was 
conducted at the Milbank High School theater.

Submitted photo

The Milbank Area Bulldog football 
team celebrated the end of its foot-
ball season with an awards cere-
mony Tuesday, November 17, at the 
Milbank High School theater. The 
Bulldogs finished the season with an 
overall record of 4-3 and were 3-0 
within the Northeast Conference. 

Players were recognized with indi-
vidual awards as follows: Toby Sch-
neck, offensive lineman of the year; 
Maddox Hanson, defensive lineman 
of the year; Marshall Voeltz, offen-
sive player of the year; Bennett 
Schwenn, defensive player of the 
year; Karson Weber, special teams 
player of the year, and Barrett Sch-
neck, junior varsity player of the 
year. 

Jared Johnson and Mason Riley 
were named to the academic All-
State team. The selection recognizes 
seniors who participated in at least 
three years of football and main-
tained a grade point average of at 
least 3.5. 

Hanson, T. Schneck, Schwenn and 
Voeltz were selected to the Northeast 
Conference All-Conference team. 
Kaden Krause and Jace Rufer earned 
honorable mention. The team is 
voted on by head coaches within the 
conference. 

Schwenn was also named to the 
All-State team as a special teams 
player. Voeltz was an honorable 
mention as a half back. The team 
recognizes the best players accord-
ing to position in the 11A classifica-
tion. They were selected by a vote of 
11A coaches. 

Players receiving a major M were 
as follows: 

Seniors – Will Cummins, Jared 
Johnson, Parker Schell, Toby Sch-
neck, Micah Dietmeier, Matt Chris-
tensen, Brendan Engebretson, 
Mason Riley and Tanner Mertens. 

Juniors – Michael Karges, Jack 
Sandvig, Marshall Voeltz, Kaden 
Krause, Kellen Hoeke, Karson 
Weber, Evan Hausauer, Bennett 

Schwenn, Leyton Raffety, Jace 
Rufer, Connor Bender, Maddox 
Hanson, Wylie Mursu and Carter 
Bowsher. 

Sophomores – Sawyer Gauer, Jus-
tus Osborn, Aidan Foell, Barrett 
Schneck and Eli Johnson. 

Minor M recipients were as fol-
lows: 

Seniors — Trevor Jankord. 
Juniors — Stevie Ash, Benett 

Street, Ryker Trevett and Aidan 
Rabe. 

Sophomores – Khayri Bergman, 
Brayden Christensen, Jackson 
Bohlen, Tyler Lee, Will Snaza, Nick 
Anderson, Luis Berrones, Jacob 
Shelstad and Tice Mursu. 

Freshmen – Garrett Mertens, 
Caleb Rick, Jayden Johnson, Conner 
Stricherz, Payton Brown, Joe 
Schulte, Isaac Schulte, Aidan Quin-
tanilla, Jacob Johnson, Avery 
VanOverbeke, Jackson Hausauer, 
Landon Novy, Jairek Frazee, Raul 
Berrones and Daniel Shelstad.

Awards Presented to 
Bulldog Football Team

Easy Pudding Cookies 
2 cups flour 
1 tsp. baking soda 
1 cup butter or margarine, softened 
1 cup packed brown sugar 
1 pkg. (3.9 oz.) chocolate flavor  

instant pudding 
2 eggs 
1-1/2 pkg. (4 oz. each) white  

chocolate (6 oz.), chopped 
Heat oven to 350°F. 
Combine flour and baking soda. 

Beat butter and sugar in large bowl 
with mixer until light and fluffy. 
Add dry pudding mix; beat until 
blended. Add eggs; mix well. Gradu-
ally add flour mixture, mixing well 
after each addition. Stir in choco-
late. 

Drop tablespoons of dough, 2 
inches apart, onto baking sheets. 

Bake 10 to 12 min. or until edges 
of cookies are lightly browned. Cool 
1 min. on baking sheets. Remove to 
wire racks; cool completely.



Free Will 
By Pastor Bryan Biggs 
Milbank Baptist Church 

 In Acts chapter 9, 
we learn about the con-
version of a very reli-
gious man by the name 
of Saul of Tarsus. Saul 
was a man who believed he was doing 
God’s service by killing those who 
had believed that Jesus was their 
promised Messiah. God had prom-
ised in the Old Testament that He 
would send His nation a Messiah. 

The scripture tells us. When the 
fullness of the time was come, God 
sent forth His Son, made of a woman, 
made under the law, To redeem them 
that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons.  
God’s word is so perfect. Every jot 
every tittle, every word put just in the 
precise location of the verse. For in-
stance, The fullness of the time. Why 
not just, fullness of time?  

Made under the law, to redeem 
them that were under the law. Who 
was given God’s law? The nation of 
Israel. Notice the wording, that were 
under the law. Christ fulfilled the law. 
Israel is no longer under the law.  

I see so many people trying to 
honor the ten commandments. That’s 
good stuff to live by but that won’t get 
anyone eternal life. The law was not 

given to justify man. The law was 
given to Israel. Israel was com-
manded by God to keep the law only 
if the person believed God was who 
He said He was. God gave you and I 
our own free will. We can choose to 
believe God or not. We can choose to 
honor God or not.  

The fullness of the time? The dis-
pensation of the law. That’s the time 
period. Christ came to fulfill the law 
and thus He did. Acts 9:15 The Lord 
said into him, Go thy way: for he is a 
chosen vessel into me. In simple eng-
lish, God told Ananias, go and do as I 
tell you, I have chosen Saul of Tarsus 
for a special job.  

We find that God revealed many 
mysteries through the Apostle Paul. 
Until Paul the Gentiles had no Apos-
tle. The Jews had twelve Apostles 
who were sent out to minister to 
them. When we get to Acts 9 God 
saves and calls a man to reach out to 
the Gentiles who had no hope, no Old 
Testament promises from God. No 
promise of a coming redeemer, no 
promise of a coming kingdom, no 
promise of eternal life in the presence 
of God. Israel as a whole rejected 
their Messiah. As a result of their re-
jection of Christ, God swung the door 
open for the Gentiles.  

Ephesians 3:2, Paul tells the word, 
If ye have heard of the dispensation 
of the grace of God which is given me 

to you-ward: vs 3 How that by revela-
tion He made known into me the 
mystery; as I wrote afore in few 
words, vs 4 Whereby, when ye read, 
ye may understand my knowledge in 
the mystery of Christ.  

What is this mystery of Christ? To 
be honest there were several myster-
ies of Christ. But the number one 
mystery is answered in 1 Corinthians 
15 1-4, Moreover, brethren, I declare 
into you the gospel which I preached 
unto you, which also ye have re-
ceived, and wherein ye stand; By 
which also ye are saved, if ye keep in 
memory what I preached unto you, 
unless ye have believed in vain, For I 
delivered unto you first of all that 
which I also received, how that Christ 
died for our sins according to the 
scriptures; And that He was buried, 
and that He rose again the third day 
according to the scriptures. A doc-
trine that was only revealed by the 
Apostle Paul.  

The account that God expects all of 
mankind to believe by faith to inherit 
eternal life. For by grace are ye saved 
through faith and that not of your-
selves. Salvation is a gift from God. 
No work or works given by a man or a 
denomination. God’s way is by faith. 
Whosoever shall call on the name of 
the Lord shall be saved.  

  Provided By The 
Milbank Area Ministerial Association

 CENTRAL UNITED METHODIST 
201 South 5th St. • Milbank • 432-4766 

www.milbankcentral.org 
email: office@milbankcentral.org 

Wednesday: No Wednesday night activities 
Sunday: Holy Communion 
8:30 a.m. Traditional worship 
9:30 a.m. Coffee fellowship 
No Sunday school 
9:45 a.m. Contemporary worship 
11 a.m. Blended worship  
Monday: 6 p.m. Small group study 
Tuesday: 6:45 a.m. Men’s study 
9 a.m. The Gathering 
1:30 p.m. Staff meeting 
6:00 p.m. Small group study 
7 p.m. Trustees meeting 
Wednesday: 3:30 p.m. MS youth group 
5:30 p.m. Advent meal 
6 p.m. HS youth group 
6 p.m. JAM activities 
6:15 p.m. Advent study 
6:15 p.m. Small group study 

Thom Bowsher, lead pastor 
Kristy Liebe, pastoral care pastor/  

children’s minister 
Levi Waddell, youth coordinator _____________________  

ST. JOHN’S LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Missouri Synod • Revillo 

Sunday: 9:15 a.m. Sunday school/coffee 
hour 

9:45 a.m. Bible study 
10:30 a.m. Matins 
Tuesday: 7 p.m. Elders meeting 
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Advent midweek 

service followed by Christmas decorating 
Communion offered the first and third Sun-

days of the month. 
Pastor Nathan Neugebauer _____________________  

BETHLEHEM LUTHERAN CHURCH (LCMS) 
 6 miles east, 1 1/2 miles south, Milbank 
Sunday: 7:45 a.m. Bible study 
8:15 a.m. Matins 
9:15 a.m. Sunday school 
Communion offered on the first and third 

Sundays of the month 
Pastor Nathan Neugebauer _____________________  

ANNUNCIATION CATHOLIC CHURCH 
301 West 5th Street, Revillo 

Sunday: 10 a.m. Mass 
Wednesday: 5 p.m. Mass 

Fr. David Garza 
Rectory, 605-862-8485 _____________________  

ST. LAWRENCE CATHOLIC 
113 S 6th St, Milbank • 605-432-9122 

www.stlawrencemilbank.org 
Saturday: 4 p.m. Confessions 
5 p.m. Mass 
7p .m. Mass in Spanish 
Sunday: 7:15 a.m. Confessions 
8 and 9:30 Mass 
Misa En Espanol, Primer Sabado de cada 

mes, first Saturday each month, with Father 
John Helmueller, 7 p.m. 

Father Gary DeRouchey _____________________  
MILBANK BAPTIST CHURCH 

520 South Dakota Street, Milbank 
Sunday: Worship available on Facebook 

Pastor Bryan Biggs _____________________  
ST. CHARLES CATHOLIC 

106 Third Avenue, Big Stone City 
Saturday: 5 p.m. Mass 
Sunday: 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Masses 
Weekdays: Mondays, 5 p.m. Mass and 

Tuesday through Thursday 8 a.m. Mass 
Fr. David Garza 

Rectory: 605-862-8485 _____________________ 
 CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

201 S 4th Street, Milbank 
http://characterologically. 
webstarts.com/index.html 

Worship/Eucharist, Sundays 10:00 a.m. 
Rev. Marion Paulis _____________________  

ST. MARY’S CATHOLIC 
Wilmot 

Saturday: 7:30 p.m. Mass  
Father Gary DeRouchey _____________________  

TRINITY LUTHERAN CHURCH 
WALTER TWSP. LCMS • Bellingham, MN 
Saturday: 7 p.m. Worship/Pastor Noel Herr 

 
 

ELIM EVANGELICAL MISSION CHURCH 
of Stockholm 

Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Worship service 
10:30 a.m. Coffee fellowship 
7 p.m. Family league, third Wed. of month _____________________  
TRINITY  LUTHERAN WELCA • Revillo  

ZOAR LUTHERAN WELCA • Rural Revillo 
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship (Zoar) 
11 a.m. Worship (Trinity) 
Alternating, except when five Sundays, serv-

ices will be for both churches at 9 a.m. service.  
Pastor Keith Smith _____________________  

WILMOT LUTHERAN • Wilmot, SD 
Sunday  : 10 a.m. Worship/Eucharist  
Holy Communion the first Sunday of the 

month and on festivals. 
Reverend Sheila R. Pohl _____________________  

ZION COMMUNITY CHURCH 
502 4th Avenue, Wilmot 

Serve Christ. Build Believers. Serve Others. 
For God’s Glory. Ephesians 4:12 

www.zionccwilmot.com 
e-mail zion@tnics.com 

Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Sunday school 
10:30 a.m. Worship 
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. AWANA 

Pastor KC Smith 
Phone 605-440-0511 or 605-440-1930  _____________________  

  CALVARY CHURCH 
Real God. Real People. Real Hope. 

www.themilbankchurch.com 
facebook.com/calvarychurchmilbank 

Phone 605-432-4769 
Sundays: Facebook options 

John Hostettler, interim Pastor 
Phone 605-280-1592 

Jacob Ebsen, NextGen Pastor 
Phone 605-949-2819  _____________________  

PEACE EV. LUTHERAN WELS 
1501 Aspen Drive, Milbank  

Wednesday: 3:45 p.m. Catechism 
7:15 p.m. Thanksgiving worship 
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship service 
Communion first and third Sunday of month. 
Ladies aid 8 p.m. first Wednesday of month 
Men’s council, 2nd Wed. of month at 8 p.m. 
 Pastor Albert Meier, Phone 517-581-3692 

peace.milbank@gmail.com _____________________  
ST. JOHN EV. LUTHERAN – WELS 

45704 163rd St, Summit 
Wednesday: 5:30 p.m. Thanksgiving wor-

ship 
Sunday: 10:30 Worship 

Pastor Albert Meier, Phone 517-581-3692 
 stjohn.mazeppa@gmail.com _____________________  

LIVING WORD LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lutheran Congregations 

in Mission for Christ 
101 Northridge Avenue • Milbank 

605-438-9672 
Sunday: 9 a.m. Sunday school 
10 a.m. Worship 
Wednesday: 10 a.m. Searchers Bible study 
3:45 p.m. Confirmation 
6 p.m. Youth group 

Pastor Kent Groethe   _____________________  
TRINITY LUTHERAN 

MISSOURI SYNOD • Corona 
Thursday: 9 a.m. Thanksgiving day service 
Sunday: 9 a.m. Divine service/LS 
3 p.m. Bible study on Facebook 
5 p.m. Divine service on Facebook  
Wednesday: 4:30 p.m. Joint confirmation at 

Wilmot 
 Pastor Martin Herzberg _____________________  

 OUR SAVIOR’S LUTHERAN  
MISSOURI SYNOD • Wilmot 

Wednesday: 7 p.m. Thanksgiving Eve serv-
ice 

Sunday: 9 a.m. Christmas practice 
10:30 a.m. Divine service/LS 
11:30 a.m. Potluck/decorating 
3 p.m. Bible study on Facebook 
5 p.m. Divine service on Facebook 
Wednesday: 4:30 p.m. Confirmation 

Pastor Martin Herzberg   _____________________   MILBANK CHRISTIAN FELLOWSHIP 
111 West Fifth Street, Milbank 

Sunday: 9:30 a.m. Service 
   Pastor A.J. Gingrich, 320-297-0188 

VALLEY BAPTIST 
409 West 6th Ave., Milbank, SD 

Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship service/Facebook 
6 p.m. Sunday school on Zoom 
Tuesday: 1:30 p.m. Women’s ministry fel-

lowship 
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Youth group 

Pastor Brian McFaden _____________________  
PARKVIEW UNITED METHODIST 

1101 S 2nd Street • Milbank • 432-6718 
Sunday: 10 a.m. Worship service 

Pastor Barbara McKewin   _____________________  
TABOR UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

Big Stone City 
Wednesday: 6:30 p.m. Advent study 
Sunday: 8:30 a.m. Worship service 
Monday: 9:30 a.m. Bible study 

                   Pastor Barbara McKewin _____________________  
AMERICAN EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN  

401 S Flynn Drive • Milbank • 605-432-5566 
 www.americanlutheran.com  

Wednesday: 10 a.m. Bible study 
Sunday: 9 a.m. Worship 
Tuesday: Noon Peace circle 

     Wednesday: 10 a.m. Bible study 
3:30 p.m. Confirmation 

Pastor Justin Neugebauer  _____________________  
COUNTRYSIDE COVENANT CHURCH 

47639 SD Hwy. 20, Milbank 
www.countrysidecovenant.org 

Wednesday: 6 p.m. Worship planning meet-
ing 

7 p.m. Decorating team meeting 
Thursday: No Thanksgiving service 
Sunday: Coffee fellowship 
10:30 a.m. Worship service 
Tuesday: 8 a.m. Prayer group 
Wednesday: 6 p.m. Worship planning meet-

ing 
7 p.m. Decorating team meeting 

John DePalma, Pastor _____________________  
EMANUEL LUTHERAN-Missouri Synod 

701 S 1st Street • Milbank • 605-432-9555  
e-mail: elc@itcmilbank.com 

web page: www.elcmilbank.org 
Wednesday: No Catechism, grades five 

through eight 
7 p.m. Thanksgiving Eve service 
Pie social 
Thursday: No preschool 
Noon Thanksgiving community meal 
Friday: No preschool 
1 p.m. Bible study 
Sunday: 8 a.m. Service of the Word with 

Holy Communion/ YouTube 
9:15 a.m. Bible study/Sunday school 
10:30 a.m. Service of the Word with Holy 

Communion/masks required at this service 
Tuesday: 9 a.m. Pastors circuit meeting at 

White 
Wednesday: 1 p.m. Private Communion 
7 p.m. Advent service 

Pastor Timothy Koch   _____________________    TABOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

Strandburg 
Sunday: 9 a.m. Sunday school/Fellowship 
10 a.m. Worship _____________________   ORTLEY FREE LUTHERAN CHURCH 

P.O. Box 6, Ortley 
Sunday: 11 a.m. Worship with social dis-

tancing; also available on Facebook. 
Rev. Ken Flaten 
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A Voice in the Community

A Cold Trail  
by Robert Dugoni 

Dugoni is another prolific, award-
winning crime writer and has writ-
ten several character-based 
suspense series along with a handful 
of stand-alone mysteries.   

This book is a new release in the 
Tracy Crosswhite series. Tracy is a 
successful homicide detective in 
Seattle, WA, but as a new mother, 
she temporarily moves back to her 
hometown while she and her hus-
band renovate a family home that 
will serve as their weekend getaway 
from hectic careers.  

Her return and reputation attract 
local law enforcement who draw 
Tracy into a recent murder of a TV 
reporter investigating an old case in-
volving the murder of a young 
woman which closely resembles that 
of another cold case, the decade-old 
murder of her sister.  

Meanwhile, her attorney husband, 
Dan, takes on a case representing a 

local business and their cases 
quickly become intertwined.   

Small towns mean lots of histori-
cal, personal and family connections 
with hidden, and not so hidden, per-
sonal agendas that involve greed, re-
venge, obstruction, murder and 
cover ups. When Tracy starts put-
ting the pieces together, personal 
threats heighten the intensity which 
all plays out in an unexpected 
hostage situation of the key players. 
The bad guy/gal is foiled and the 
good guys/gals save the local towns-
folk from a major scam allowing 
Tracy and Dan to peacefully return 
to their hectic lives in Seattle. 

I enjoyed the read although I 
haven’t read any of the earlier books 
in the series which would have 
brought both character familiarity 
and context to my reading experi-
ence.   

The Grant County Public Library 
has A Cold Trail available in the fic-
tion section. 

We are all faced 

with a series of 

great opportunities 

brilliantly disguised 

as impossible  

situations.  
Chuck Swindoll 

Three-Ingredient Cheesecake 
This is an easy gluten-free dessert 

and tastes best after it has been 
chilled for a few hours in the fridge.  
1 (4 ounce) bar white chocolate, 
chopped 
½ cup cream cheese, softened 
3 eggs, separated 

Preheat the oven to 350 degrees 
F. Line the bottom of a 9-inch 
springform pan with parchment 
paper. 

Place white chocolate in top of a 
double boiler over simmering water. 
Stir frequently, scraping down the 
sides with a rubber spatula to avoid 
scorching, until chocolate is melted, 
about five minutes. Remove and 
allow to cool slightly. Mix in cream 
cheese and egg yolks. 

Beat egg whites in a large glass, 
metal or ceramic bowl with an elec-
tric mixer until stiff peaks form. 
Fold in the cooled white chocolate 
mixture. Pour into the prepared 
springform pan. 

Bake in the preheated oven for 15 
minutes. Reduce oven temperature 
to 300 degrees F and bake for an ad-
ditional 15 minutes. Turn the oven 
off, leaving cheesecake inside for a 
further 15 minutes. 

Remove cheesecake from the oven 
and allow to cool completely at 
room temperature, about one hour. 
Chill before serving, about three 
hours.



DIV 19-15 
SUMMONS 

(WITHOUT MINOR CHILDREN) 
In Circuit Court 

Third Judicial Circuit 
STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA) 

 :SS 
COUNTY OF GRANT) 
DANIEL R. RHOADES, Plaintiff, 
vs. 
MARINA RHOADES, Defendant 
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED 
DEFENDANT 

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and 
required to answer the Complaint 
(Without Minor Children) of the Plain-
tiff, a copy of which is herewith served 
upon you, and to serve the Plaintiff 
with a copy of your Answer or other 
proper response within thirty (30) days 
from the date of the service of the 
Summons upon you, exclusive of the 
day of service. 

IF YOU FAIL TO DO SO, judgment by 
default may be taken against you for 
the relief demanded in the Complaint 
sixty (60) days from the date of the 
service of this Summons and Com-
plaint (Without Minor Children_, not 
counting the day of service. 

NOTICE 
South Dakota law provides that upon 

the filing and service of the Summons 
and Complaint (Without Minor Chil-
dren) on the Defendant, a Temporary 
Restraining order shall be in effect 
against both parties until the final de-
cree is entered, the Complaint (With-
out Minor Children) is dismissed or 
until further order of the court. Either 
party may apply to the Court for fur-
ther temporary orders or modification 
or revocation of this Order. 

TEMPORARY RESTRAINING 
ORDER 

PER SDCL 25-4-33.1, BY ORDER 
OF COURT, YOU AND YOUR SPOUSE 
ARE: 

(1) Restrained from transferring, en-
cumbering, concealing or in any way 
dissipating or disposting of any martial 
assets, without the written consent of 
the other party or an order of the 
Court, except as may be necessary in 
the usual course of business or for the 
necessities of life. You are to notify the 
other party of any proposed extraordi-
nary expenditures and to account to 
the Court for all extraordinary expen-
ditures made after the Temporary Re-
straining Order is in effect; 

(2) Restrained from molesting or dis-
turbing the peace of the other party; 

(3) Restrained from making any 
changes to any insurance coverage for 
the parties or any child of the parties 
without the written consent of the 
other party or an order of the court un-
less the change under the applicable 
insurance coverage increases the ben-
efits, adds additional property, persons, 
or perils to be covered, or is required by 
the insurer. 

Published four times for an approxi-
mate cost of $92.48. 
November 11                         December 2

25PRO20-000001 
ORDER APPOINTING RECEIVER 

In Circuit Court 
Third Judicial Circuit 

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA) 
 )SS 

COUNTY OF GRANT) 
In the Matter of the Estate of 

BEVERLY ANN HANSON, Deceased 
A Motion to appoint a receiver for 

Roger Hanson and Peter Hanson, heirs 
whose whereabouts are unknown hav-
ing been filed and no one appearing in 
objection thereto, now therefore, 

IT IS: 
ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DE-

CREED that June Van Asch is ap-
pointed as the receiver for Roger 
Hanson and Peter Hanson, heirs 
herein, whose whereabouts are un-
known. 

Signed 11/11/2020 2:19:42 PM 
/s/ Dawn Elshere 

Dawn Elshere 
Judge of the Circuit Court 

Attest: 
Johnson, Donna 
Clerk/Deputy 
Seal 

Published four times for an approxi-
mate cost of $45.65. 
November 18                         December 9
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BY 

THE DRAINAGE BOARD ON A  
PROPOSED DRAINAGE PERMIT 
Notice is hereby given that a Public 

Hearing will be held on Tuesday, De-
cember 1, 2020 at 8:00 a.m. at the 
Grant County Courthouse and tele-
phonically to consider a Drainage Per-
mit. The request is to install a tile in 
the ROW on the west side of 484th Ave 
to allow the improvement of the road 
ditch incline. The established natural 
run for the water is the road ditch.  

1. Drainage Permit DR2020-24 by 
Adams Township Supervisors in Sec-
tion 25, Township 118, Range 48 West 
of the 5th Principal Meridian, Grant 
County, South Dakota. (Adams Town-
ship) 

All persons interested therein may 
appear and be heard before the 
Drainage Board at said hearing or may 
file written comments with the Grant 
County Auditor, Acting as Drainage 
Administrator, 210 E 5th Ave, Milbank, 
SD 57252 prior to said hearing.  

Based on current circumstances sur-
rounding Covid-19, this meeting will 
be offered virtually over a tele-confer-
ence platform. All persons interested 
therein may participate in the hearing 
by telephone Conference Bridge.  To 
obtain the call-in number and register 
for this call, please call the Auditors of-
fice prior to November 30, 2020 at 5 
pm.  

Karen M. Layher, Auditor 
For the Drainage Board  

Published twice at an approximate 
cost of $25.43.  
Nov. 18        Nov. 25

25PRO20-000028 
NOTICE TO CREDITORS 

In Circuit Court 
Third Judicial Circuit 

STATE OF SOUTH DAKOTA) 
 )SS 

COUNTY OF GRANT) 
In the Matter of the Estate of 

ARTHUR R. ARMSTRONG, 
Deceased 

Notice is given that on the 16th day 
of November, 2020, Deborah Wiik of 
P.O. Box 41, Big Stone City, South 
Dakota 57216, was appointed as per-
sonal representative of the estate of 
Arthur R. Armstrong, deceased. 

Creditors of decedent must file their 
claims within four months after the 
date of the first publication of this no-
tice or their claims may be barred. 

Claims may be filed with the per-
sonal representative or may be filed 
with the Clerk, and a copy of the claim 
mailed to the personal representative. 

/s/ Deborah Wiik 
Deborah Wiik 

PO Box 41 
Big Stone City, SD 57216 

Telephone: 605-880-1775 
Julie Anderson 
Clerk of Courts 
210 East 5th Avenue 
Milbank, SD, 57252 
William E. Coester 
Attorney at Law 
P.O. Box 66 
Milbank, SD 57252 
Telephone: 605-432-5544 

Published three times for an approx-
imate cost of $38.58. 
November 25                         December 9

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING BY 
THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT ON 

A CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT 
Notice is hereby given that a Public 

Hearing will be held on December 7, 
2020 at 6:00 P.M., by Zoom Teleconfer-
ence to consider in full or in part the 
following proposed conditional use 
permit requested by James Schuelke. 

The request, if granted, would allow 
James Schuelke to move a 12’x24’ shed 
onto a lot, 17.10.04. The property is 
identified as Eastman’s Second Addi-
tion Lot 45 & S1/2 of Lot 46 of the City 
of Milbank, Grant County, South 
Dakota. The property is Zoned R-3, 
Multiple Family Residential District.  

Join Zoom Meeting  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/879025870
97?pwd=aVc2SzJ3ellzcEQ0WkJpeT-
FZbmwxQT09 

One tap mobile: 
+13462487799,,87902587097#,,,,,,0#,,8
48905#  

Phone: 
1 346 248 7799 
Meeting ID: 879 0258 7097 
Passcode: 848905 
Prior to said hearing, you may email 

comments to cityadministrator@itc-
tel.com, or may file written comments 
through the City Administrator at, 
1001 E 4th Ave, Suite 301, Milbank, SD  
57252.  

John Forman 
City Administrator 

Published once at an approximate 
cost of $13.43.

NOTICE OF AUDIT 
OF THE FISCAL AFFAIRS OF 
SUMMIT SCHOOL DISTRICT 

NO. 54-6 
Notice is hereby given that the Sum-

mit School District No. 54-6, Summit, 
South Dakota, has been audited by 
Quam, Berglin & Post, P.C. for the year 
ended June 30, 2020. A detailed report 
thereon is available for public inspec-
tion, during normal business hours, at 
the business office of the School Dis-
trict, and also available at the Depart-
ment of Legislative Audit in Pierre, 
South Dakota or on the Department of 
Legislative Audit website at http://leg-
islativeaudit.sd.gov/Reports/reports_al
l.htm. 

This notice is published in compli-
ance with the provisions of SDCL 4-11-
7.2. 

Quam, Berglin & Post, P.C. 
Published twice at an approximate 

cost of $15.26. 
November 25                         December 2

Town of Revillo 
Proceedings  

The regular meeting for Town of Re-
villo was called to order at 7:10 p.m. on 
November 9, 2020 with the following 
present: Kerwin Schultz, Darwin Erick-
son and Donna Johnson; Absent: 
Wayne Erickson. 

Meeting was called to order.  
The agenda was adopted. 
The minutes and financial state-

ments were approved. Claims list was 
approved. 

TOWN OF REVILLO 
FINANCIAL STATEMENT 

OCTOBER 2020 
GENERAL: Beginning Balance, 

$86,229.91. Receipts – RE taxes, 
1,895.58; Munic., 910.85; Sales Tax, 
1,578.53; Hwy/Brdg, 1,965.55; Rent, 
150.00; Lic. Fees, 300.00;  Interest, .58. 
Total Receipts, 6,801.09. Total Cash, 
93,031.00. 

Disbursements, (1,883.42); (loan 
payments) (893.60); Ending Balance, 
$90,253.98. 

SEWER: Beginning Balance, 
$15,571.02. Receipts – Services, 
1,016.00; interest, .24. Total Receipts, 
1,016.24. Total Cash, 16,587.26. 

Disbursements, (408.10); (loan pay-
ments) (568.00); Ending Balance, 
$15,611.16. 

TOWN OF REVILLO 
CLAIMS LIST – NOVEMBER 2020 

GENERAL
B-D RWS, WATER, 23.40; GRANT 
COUNTY LIBRARY, 1/2 INTERNET-SIX 
MO., 132.48; GRANT COUNTY RE-
VIEW, PROC, 23.85; INT. REV. SERV-
ICE, SS/MED, 112.91; ITC, PHONE, 
35.82; DONNA JOHNSON, SALARY, 
461.75; YVETTE JOHNSON, WAGES, 
219.79; NW ENERGY, NAT’L GAS, 
47.40; OTTER TAIL, ELEC,  562.19; 
WITTROCK & SONS, GARBAGE/ 
ROLLOFFS, 15.22 
SEWER 
WAYNE ERICKSON, WAGES, 103.43; 
INTERNAL REV SERV, SS/MED/WH, 
17.14; JAMES NELSON, CONT., 160.00; 
OTTER TAIL, ELEC, 51.44           

Items of discussion included: light 
contest, Santa bag donation, liquor li-
cense renewal in December, legal lines 
for town boundaries, playground proj-
ect. 

Our town and community members 
always appreciate and enjoy yards that 
are decorated with Christmas lights.  
This year they will be offering Revillo 
Bucks to the first and second place 
winners in the town, $50 and $25. 

Meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m. 
Next meeting is set for December, 

14, 2020 at 7 p.m. 
Donna Johnson,  
Finance Officer 

*This institution is an equal oppor-
tunity provider.* 

Published once at an approximate 
cost of $23.21.  

Town of Stockholm 
Board Proceedings  

  The Town Board of Stockholm con-
ducted its regular monthly meeting 
Monday, November 2, 2020 with board 
members Lorraine Collins, Mark An-
derson and Tim Nowick present.  

The minutes from the last meeting 
were read with a motion by Nowick 
seconded by Anderson to accept the 
minutes as read.  

Motion by Nowick seconded by An-
derson to pay the following bills:  

General Account: UPI, $500.95 for 
tractor fuel; ITC, $38.57; Stockholm 
Refrigeration, $149.40 for tractor work, 
Jodi Nowick, $230.87; Otter Tail,  
$498.71; Grant County Review,  $ 9.86; 
Whetstone Electric,  $13.59, Sturde-
vants, $13.36 for tractor parts; De-
pendable Sanitation,  $43.89; Railroad 
Management,  $258.95.  

Sewer Account,  Otter Tail,  $55.56. 
The next board meeting will be Mon-

day, December 7, 2020 at 7:00 p.m. 
With nothing further a motion was 
made by Nowick seconded by Ander-
son to adjourn.   

Jodi Nowick  
Finance Officer 

Published once at an approximate 
cost of $10.49.

“Rejoice always, pray continually, 
give thanks in all circumstances; for 
this is God’s will for you in Christ 
Jesus.” 1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

This year through all the difficul-
ties of the pandemic, our Thanksgiv-
ing may not be normal, but we 
should still remember to give our 
thanks for our family, friends and 
our world around us. How can you 
do this when you may not feel grate-
ful for the changes that have oc-
curred over the past nine months?   
We do not want to miss out on all 
the amazing benefits of gratefulness. 

I found 10 reasons for grateful-
ness from Dave Ramsey. To help us 
maintain a spirit of appreciation all 
year long, he created a list of some 
of the unbeatable benefits of grati-
tude. Here are the top 10 reasons 
I’m thankful for thankfulness. 

1. Thankfulness improves re-
lationships. 

Everyone has a need and desire to 
be appreciated. So when we express 
gratitude for people, we not only 
meet their needs and lift their spir-
its, but we make them feel 
validated. And that improves the 
quality of our relationships with 
them. 

2. Thankfulness creates con-
tentment. 

With so much distraction from 
media, it can be difficult to appreci-
ate what you have right now, but by 
choosing to be thankful you can ig-
nore these messages and embrace 
contentment 

3. Thankfulness feels good. 
You know how happy we feel 

around Thanksgiving? We can con-
tinue to feel that way long after the 
turkey and dressing are gone. How?  
All we have to do is count our bless-
ings and turn our hearts and 
thoughts toward gratitude.  

4. Thankfulness keeps us 
healthy. 

Reflecting on what we’re thankful 
for can actually reduce stress and 
gratitude and optimism can even 
boost our immune system. When we 
stop focusing on what we don’t have, 
and begin focusing on everything we 
do have, our shoulders relax and we 
invite peace, patience and health 
into our lives. 

5. Thankfulness cultivates 
humility. 

When we choose to be thankful for 
the big and small blessings in our 
lives, we foster a heart of humility 
and a spirit of graciousness. 
 

6. Thankfulness is conta-
gious. 

Just as fear and worry are conta-
gious, so is the spread of gratitude. 
When we’re inspired by others’ 
gratefulness, it prompts our own 
grateful thoughts and actions as 
well. We can be the catalysts that 
spread gratitude in our homes, of-
fices and communities. 

7. Thankfulness produces 
positivity. 

When we’re thankful, the natural 
byproduct is that we become more 
positive people, but when we’re in-
tentionally thankful, it naturally 
redirects our thoughts to see the 
good in other people and in our 
everyday lives. 

8. Thankfulness promotes 
generosity. 

It’s tough to be givers when our 

eyes are always on our own needs. 
When we are thankful for what we 
have, we can hold our blessings with 
an open hand and freely give to oth-
ers. When we realize how abun-
dantly we are blessed, we can 
confidently and joyfully become a 
blessing to others. 

9. Thankfulness increases 
likeability. 

When you are grateful, people see 
you in a positive light and they natu-
rally like you and want to be around 
you. 

10. Thankfulness displays 
God’s character. 

The Bible is full of passages on 
gratitude and thankfulness. It’s used 
in commands, parables and prayers. 
This quality is important to God! So 
when we actively practice grateful-
ness, we become more of who God 
created us to be. Unlike talent, grati-
tude is something that’s freely avail-
able to all of us and completely 
within our control. It’s not a special 
gifting that some people have and 
others don’t. It’s not a feeling that 
floats through the air at the end of 
each November. 

Let’s try to be more thankful this 
Thanksgiving and become more like 
God created us to be. With our 
thankfulness we can become a more 
positive and healthy person. 

A favorite verse of mine: “Do not 
be anxious about anything, but in 
every situation, by prayer and peti-
tion, with thanksgiving, present 
your requests to God. And the peace 
of God, which transcends all under-
standing, will guard your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.” Philip-
pians 4:6-7

Spicy Creamed Corn Crumble 
3 tablespoons unsalted butter,  

melted, plus more for the baking  
dish 

6 to 8 ears of corn, kernels removed  
(about 4 cups) and juices scraped  
from the cobs and reserved  

1 1/2 cups heavy cream 
1/4 cup chopped pickled jalapenos 
1 tablespoon sauce from canned  

chipotle in adobo 
1/2 cup roughly chopped cilantro  
Kosher salt 
1 cup crushed tortilla chips (about 2  

1/4 ounces; crushed to pea-size) 
1/3 cup all-purpose flour 
1/2 teaspoon sugar 
1/2 cup crumbled Cotija cheese  
Lime wedges, for serving 

Preheat the oven to 375 degrees F. 
Butter a 2-quart baking dish. 
Toss the corn kernels with their 
juices and heavy cream together in a 
large bowl and mix to combine. 
Transfer 1 cup of the corn mixture to 
a food processor and puree until very 
smooth, then add back to the bowl. 
Fold in the jalapenos, chipotle sauce, 
1/4 cup cilantro, and 1 1/2 teaspoons 
salt. Spread the corn mixture evenly 
into the prepared baking dish. 

Mix the crushed tortilla chips, 
flour, sugar and 1/2 teaspoon salt in 
a medium bowl. Drizzle in the melted 
butter and toss together with a fork 
until clumps start to form. Sprinkle 
evenly over the corn filling. 
Bake until the top is light golden 
brown and the corn filling is bub-
bling up the sides, 35 to 40 minutes. 
Let sit for 10 minutes. Sprinkle with 
the Cotija and remaining 1/4 cup 
cilantro. Serve with lime wedges on 
the side. 
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On The Menu

60s Plus 
Dining Program

Milbank, Strandburg,
Stockholm and LaBolt

Milbank: Meals served at 
St. William’s Care Center. Call
800-721-8727 before 9 a.m. for
meal reservations.

Strandburg: Meals served at
Strandburg Cafe. Call 676-2412
for meal reservations. Serving
starts at 11 a.m.

Stockholm: Meals served at
Alice’s Restaurant. Call cafe at
676-2307 for meal reservations.

LaBolt: Meals served at
LaBolt Min-Mall. Call cafe at
623-4427 for meal reservations.

A serving of protein, whole grain
bread, fruits and vegetables, 

milk, and coffee or tea provided 
at each meal.

Menus are available 
at each location.
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EMPLOYMENT: 
HELP WANTED:  PUBLIC 

WORKS.  The City of Onida, S.D. Full 
Time, with benefits. Salary is DOQ. 
For more information call 605-258-
2441. 
INSURANCE: 

SD Health Insurance Marketplace 
OPEN ENROLLMENT November 1 – 
December 15. Statewide assistance 
available. Go to Healthcare.gov or 
call a Navigator at Western SD Com-
munity Action 888-441-0117. 
NOTICES: 

ADVERTISE IN NEWSPAPERS 
statewide for only $150.00. Put the 
South Dakota Statewide Classifieds 
Network to work for you today! (25 
words for $150. Each additional word 
$5.) Call this newspaper or 800-658-
3697 for details.

Call Ken Dahlgren
for all your

mobile home needs:
Rentals, purchases, set-up

and delivery!

605-924-1858
Riggins Mobile Home Park

page 14 help wanted
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    FOR RENT – Storage for campers, 
boats and pontoons. Call 605-438-
3000.                                                         20tfc 
__________________________  
    FOR RENT – One bedroom, income-
based apartments. All utilities paid, on-
site laundry, non-smoking and no 
steps. Middlebrook Apartments. Con-
tact Shannon at 605-956-0069 or 
Prairie Homes Management at 701-
356-9501 or TTY: 1-800-366-6888. 
EHO.                                             36tfc 
__________________________  
    FOR RENT – One bedroom apart-
ment $400 per month. Utilities in-
cluded. Coin laundry on site. Deposit 
and references required. Phone 605-
698-4801.                       26tfc  

    FOR RENT  – Four bedroom, one 
bath home at 218 West Fifth Avenue, 
Milbank. $625 per month. Phone 702-
239-7658 or 605-949-1510.          26tfc 
__________________________ 

For Rent

  For Sale
    CUSTOM BUILT – Vinyl windows. 
For new construction or replacement 
in older homes. We install. Free esti-
mates. Please call The Window Place at 
605-432-1834 or toll free 877-224-
0745. Thank you.                                  14tfc 
__________________________  
    NELSON’S SERVICE RENTS OR 
SELLS Autotrol metered water soften-
ers. Steven Nelson, 432-6703.            tfc

Corn.....................................$3.97 
Soybeans ............................$11.26 
Spring Wheat.......................$5.44 

Courtesy West-Con

Milbank Markets



As reported in the Grant County 
Review’s November 18 issue, some of 
this year’s real estate sales have 
brought new families to the commu-
nity. Two of those couples recently 
revealed what factors tipped the 
scales in Milbank’s favor while they 
were in their decision-making 
processes. 

Justin and Erin Eccles and Eric 
and Rachel McLaughlin report that 
crucial factors in their decisions to 
move to Milbank were a sense of 
community, friendliness and peace 
of mind. 

While the factors were similar, the 
two families’ situations were not. For 
the Eccles, the move to Milbank was 
coming home, and for the McLaugh-
lins, the move will be establishing a 
new home.  

“There’s not another community 
like Milbank,” commented Erin Ec-
cles. “Everybody’s just so giving, so 
involved. There are opportunities 
and companies here that are surpris-
ing for a town this size.”  

Erin grew up in Milbank and grad-
uated from high school in 2012. Her 
parents, Rick and Jody Dilts, and 
grandmother, Darlene Defre, still live 
here. Justin is a 2010 graduate of 
Summit High School. His father, 
Frank Eccles, owns AP and Sons 
Construction, where Justin has been 
employed since high school.   

“Growing up, I never thought I’d 
move back to Milbank,” Erin dis-
closed. “I was always the one who 
was going to move to Chicago or 
Minneapolis.” She started down that 
road by attending South Dakota 
State University (SDSU) in Brook-
ings, where she earned a degree in 
entrepreneurial studies with a mar-
keting minor. Erin lived in Sioux 
Falls for more than two years but 
found it lacking as a long-term home.  

“I lived in Sioux Falls, and I loved 
it for a while, but it just wasn’t for 
me. I didn’t feel a sense of commu-
nity, and I really couldn’t imagine 
raising a family there,” Erin said. 
After making that realization, she 
joined Justin in Watertown, where 
they lived for the past two years. The 
community was closer to family and 
Justin’s work base. Justin can be 
flexible in where he lives, as he trav-
els out to the worksite each day. Em-
ployed by Daktronics, Erin works 
from home, so she has even more 
flexibility in which town she calls 
home.  

The two were married this year 
and began viewing some homes in 
Watertown for possible purchase. 
Before long, they changed their focus 
to Milbank. In early August, they 
found a good range of homes here 
available in various styles and with 
more reasonable pricing than in 
other towns. 

The Eccles hadn’t intended to 
move back to Milbank so soon, ac-
cording to Erin. “But with how things 
have gotten this year, I love small-
town living, and the community here 
is extremely generous. There’s a 
sense of community, and I haven’t 
really felt that anywhere else I’ve 
lived,” she explained. 

“Having grown up here, I knew 
what I could have; what my family 
could have,” Erin said. “Once your 
child is born, you really start think-
ing about what you want out of life, 
and it was important for us that the 
kids’ grandparents were close. With 
the real estate market doing so well, 
and the interest rates so low, it all 
just snowballed very quickly,” she 
said.  

The Eccles found working with a 
Milbank realtor to be “a breeze.” 
Within a week, the pair had found 
their new home. “We looked at this 
home and Justin got all starry-eyed. 
We put in an offer the next day,” Erin 

recalled. Together with their two-
year-old son, Rush, the family was 
settling into their new home by the 
end of September.  

Erin is happy with the couples’ de-
cision. When she compares living 
here to Watertown, Erin said, “Wa-
tertown is bigger and has more 
things to do, but Milbank has more 
kid-friendly things.” She lists the 
Grant County Public Library and 
ample walking paths as community 
features she appreciates. “You can 
walk to almost anyplace you want to 
be, and you can drive to anything in 
five minutes,” she added.  

A bonus for Erin is that many 
members of the couples’ friend 
groups are also moving back to the 
area. She attributes that phenome-
non to getting a better understanding 
of adult life. “Once you get all your 
fun years out, you start thinking 
about where you want to end up for 
the rest of your days,” she said.  

Not only did Erin and Justin move 
to Milbank, but they also invited 
friends Eric and Rachel McLaughlin, 
who were considering a move, to 
take a look at Milbank.  

Eric and Rachel both grew up in 
small towns in Iowa. The two met in 
Estherville while Eric was attending 
Iowa Lakes Community College for 
graphic design. The two married in 
2015, and Rachel graduated from 
SDSU with her bachelor of science 
degree in nursing in 2016. They have 
three children, Decker, four; Blair, 
two, and five-week-old Channing. 

The two have lived in Sioux Falls 
for the past seven years, where 
Rachel was employed by Sanford and 
Eric, by Pepsi. “We absolutely loved 
it, but it was just too big,” Rachel ex-
plained. “We didn’t know most of our 
neighbors and basically felt anony-
mous living in such a big city. We 
were interested in establishing more 
of a connection in a smaller commu-
nity prior to our children starting 
school.” 

When the McLaughlins decided to 
move out of the city, one of the sig-
nificant factors that played into their 
future destination was the town’s 
size. “Both of our hometowns have 
fewer than 6,000 residents, so we 
both grew up in smaller communi-
ties. We were also especially inter-
ested in a good school district,” 
Rachel said. “We have several friends 
who grew up in Milbank and have 
heard excellent things about the 
school system.” 

Because the couple had found that 
they didn’t know many people in 
Sioux Falls other than their cowork-
ers, Eric and Rachel were also inter-
ested in moving to a community 
where they already knew some of the 
residents. “Like I mentioned, many 
of our friends are from Milbank, and 
a few of them have moved back to 
the area. Because of this, we were 
even more interested in the Milbank 
community since we already have 
connections,” Rachel said.  

The couple contemplated moving 
back to Iowa to be closer to both of 
their families but decided against 
that. “It would have meant that both 
of us would have to start over with 
new jobs,” Rachel said.  

Eric has been with Pepsi for almost 
10 years, and he was easily able to 
transfer to the company’s facility in 
Ortonville, MN. Rachel will be start-
ing a new position with Avera at 
Home in Milbank when she returns 
from maternity leave. 

The benefits of continuing their es-
tablished employment in the Mil-
bank area, coupled with having 
friends here, made it an easy deci-
sion, according to Rachel. But, unlike 
the Eccles’ experience, the Laughlins 
had a little more trouble finding their 
ideal home here.  

The couple began their search to-
ward the end of August. Working 
with a local agent, the couple were 
able to view a few homes on short 
notice when they were in the area for 
a wedding. “We listed our house in 
Sioux Falls right before Labor Day 
and sold it within one day, so we 
were in a bit of a time crunch for 
finding a home,” Rachel said. 

The Milbank real estate agent ex-
plained that the market had been ro-
bust, and homes were going pretty 
quickly. “When we started looking, 
there were very few homes on the 
market that would work for our fam-
ily,” Rachel said. “We were honestly 
quite surprised at the lack of avail-
able homes, but we had heard how 
much Milbank is growing and that 
many young families are moving to 
the community.” 

The McLaughlins needed a home 
large enough to accommodate a fam-
ily of five that wouldn’t require a lot 
of extra updates. Many of the avail-
able homes were too small in terms 
of bedrooms and square footage, ac-
cording to Rachel.  

“The prices on most of the homes 
were below our budget, but they 
would require a lot of extra work, 
and we needed something that we 
could just move into,” Rachel re-
called. “We found one home that we 
liked that would work for our family. 
The backyard was huge; it was larger 
than our home in Sioux Falls, and it 
would only need a little bit of extra 
work. We were in a tough spot be-
cause we didn’t want to wait for 
something else and miss out on the 
only home that would work for us,” 

Rachel said. “We waited a short bit to 
see if anything else would come on 
the market, and after nothing did, we 
put in an offer. We need to build a 
few more bedrooms for our kids, but 
the house we bought is quickly be-
coming a home.” 

Erin and Rachel both anticipate 
enjoying watching their children 
grow up together and being able to 
share in those parenting experiences. 
When Justin and Erin’s newest 
member of the family is born in the 
next couple of weeks, it will add to 
the fun. “It was an easy decision to 
choose a move to Milbank where all 
of our children can grow up to-
gether,” Rachel said. “I feel comfort-
able letting my kids play in the front 
yard by themselves, which they could 
never do in Sioux Falls,” Rachel 
added.  

That peace of mind was a topic 
that Erin also touched on. She finds 
comfort in being able to be out in the 
yard with Rush while he plays, but 
not having to be hyper-vigilant, as 
she was in Watertown.  

The McLaughlins moved into their 
new home at the beginning of this 
month and have already started to 
build the feeling of connectedness 
that they craved. Rachel anticipates 
that she and Eric will become in-
volved in community groups when 
they get settled.  

“We had only been here a week 
and already noticed huge differences 
in terms of connections and friendli-
ness,” Rachel said. “Almost all of our 
neighbors came by to introduce 
themselves when we were moving in. 
One of them has even mowed our 

front lawn for us! Almost everyone 
offers a friendly wave when we have 
been out walking, and most of the es-
tablishments we have been to are 
quick to welcome us to the commu-
nity.” 

Rachel acknowledged, “It has been 
an adjustment in terms of conven-
iences compared to where we previ-
ously lived, but definitely worth it.” 

~Holli Seehafer
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JUSTIN AND ERIN ECCLES, with their son, Rush, are excited 
about their move to Milbank. Having grown up in Milbank and 
subsequently living in Sioux Falls and Watertown, Erin reports 
that the sense of community and peace of mind brought the couple 
back home.
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ERIC AND RACHEL MCLAUGHLIN, along with their children, 
Blair, Decker, and five-week-old Channing (not pictured), chose 
to make Milbank their new home earlier this month. Leaving be-
hind the anonymity of life in Sioux Falls, they sought out a smaller 
community where they could feel a sense of connection. 
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